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WELCOME

On behalf of the on-site organizing committee, I am pleased to welcome you to the Carceral Cultures 
Conference, the biennial meeting of the Canadian Association of Cultural Studies. The conference is 
taking place in the Woodward’s building on Simon Fraser University’s Vancouver Campus, located on the 
occupied, unceded traditional territories of the Coast Salish peoples of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and Səl̓ílwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.

This conference is sponsored by a number of units in the Faculty of Communication, Art and Technol-
ogy at SFU including: the Centre for Policy Studies on Culture and Communities, the School of Commu-
nication, and the School for the Contemporary Arts. In addition we are partnered with the Social Justice 
Centre at Kwantlen Polytechnic University.  We are very pleased to be hosting the Canadian Association 
of Cultural Studies in Vancouver for the first time, allowing us to shine a light on the breadth and depth of 
the interdisciplinary study of culture taking place in the Lower Mainland. 

Since its inaugural conference at McMaster University in 2003, The Canadian Association of Cultural 
Studies has established itself as a critical hub for the interdisciplinary study of culture in Canada and be-
yond. From its inception, the association has striven to bring together scholars, community-based activists 
and cultural producers to cultivate their areas of practice and scholarship, interrogate cultural practices, 
and engage politically. This year’s meeting amply addresses the association’s commitment to scholarship, 
cultural production and political practice in support of intersectional critiques of the effects of racial capital-
ism, white settler-state colonialism, and dispossession. The response to this year’s conference has been 
overwhelming; we are thrilled to be welcoming twice the number of delegates that we had anticipated. 

The 2017–2018 on-site organizing committee adopted the theme of carceral cultures as a way to focus 
attention on the global lockdown that is steadily taking place against social and political movements that 
challenge land dispossession of Indigenous communities, the ever-expanding mass incarceration of 
Black and Indigenous communities across North America, and the increased policing and surveillance of 
marginalized communities. Cultural studies has led the way in the interdisciplinary study of the dynamics 
of power in all facets of social, political and economic life. By bringing together the concepts of ‘carcerali-
ty’ and ‘culture’ we hope to engage in a conversation that has been led by many activist communities and 
scholar-activists in response to an increasing assault on the day to day lives of people particularly affect-
ed by poverty, racialization, colonialism, and dispossession in order to critically examine the expansion of 
state power over marginalized communities. 

On behalf of the on-site committee, I hope that you have a productive conference and enjoy early spring 
in the city of Vancouver.

Sincerely,
Davina Bhandar, CACS  2017–2018 Conference Chair
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The members of the CACS on-site organizing committee respectfully acknowledge that the conference 
is taking place on the unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and Səl̓ílwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. 

The conference has been made possible by the work by many people, all of whom deserve our deepest 
thanks.

We would like to thank our keynote speakers, Joy James, Robyn Maynard, Dian Million and Kim Pate, 
for their work, which has galvanized political, scholarly and activist communities to name and speak out 
against deep-seated, oppressive carceral logistics. We also wish to thank our plenary speakers, Tracy 
Bear, Sahar Francis, John Greyson, Dorit Naaman, Silky Shah, Sunera Thobani, Rafeef Ziadah, and Jas-
min Zine, for their intellectual labour, time and commitment to the conference.

The conference committee is grateful to all those who have provided support at Simon Fraser Uni-
versity: School for the Contemporary Arts; School of Communication; Faculty of Communication, Art + 
Technology; Vice-President Academic; Vice-President External Relations; Centre for Policy Studies of 
Culture and Communities; Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences; School for International Studies; Centre 
for the Comparative Study of Muslim Societies and Cultures; Department of English; Global Communica-
tion Double MA; Institute for the Humanities; VanCity Office of Community Engagement; Department of 
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies; Department of Sociology and Anthropology; CJSF; and Audain 
Gallery.

We also wish to acknowledge our non-SFU partners and supporters, Prison Justice Day; Independent 
Jewish Voices Vancouver; the Department of Criminology, Kwantlen Polytechnic University; Kwantlen 
Social Justice Centre; and the Social Sciences and Humanties Research Council.

Claudette Lauzon deserves laurels for her organization of the cabaret and other essential logistical 
support. Special thanks to outstanding SFU staff members Justin Ankenmann, Jill Baryluk, Brady Cran-
field, Grace Hui, Chris Jeschelnik, Am Johal, Sudha Krishna, Dora Lau, Peter Lisiecki, Lucie Menkveld, 
Ben Rogalsky, Kristen Schifke and Julia Vaughan; wonderful student conference assistants Gopa Ceasar, 
Micaela Kwiatkowski, Alicia Massie and Zachery Williams; fabulous designers Marianela Ramos Capelo 
and Carmen Tiampo; dazzling cabaret performers; dynamic MC Adel Iskandar; engaging and passionate 
Audrey Siegl; and all the volunteers and chairs. 

Finally, special thanks to School for the Contemporary Arts faculty Sabine Bitter and Charlene Vickers 
for their work with first year visual arts students on the piece I stand, I sound, I sign. In this site-specific 
installation created for the conference, the students address the carceral through a subjective lens and 
create banners, signs and flags.

Thanks to everyone for helping to take this conference from conception to reality.

Zoë Druick, on behalf of the Carceral Cultures On-site Organizing Committee:

Davina Bhandar (Conference Chair); Clint Burnham; Dara Culhane; Jeff Derksen; Milena Droumeva; Zoë 
Druick (CACS On-site Committee Chair); Samir Gandesha; Adel Iskandar; Christine Kim; Claudette Lau-
zon; Frédérik Lesage; Helen Leung; Michael C.K. Ma; Kirsten E. McAllister

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Venue
The conference is being held at Simon Fraser University’s Vancouver campus in the 
Woodward’s building (Goldcorp Centre for the Arts), 149 W. Hastings St.

Getting to campus
At the centre of downtown Vancouver’s transportation hub, Woodward’s is accessible by 
all forms of public transit in the Lower Mainland. Those arriving from North Vancouver 
by SeaBus, at Waterfront Station by SkyTrain, or through one of 13 major bus routes will 
find themselves only a few minutes’ walk from Woodward’s. Plan your trip with the help 
of TransLink’s Trip Planner (link available through the conference website). For those 
who are driving, there is an EasyPark parkade to the north of the campus, accessible at 
160 Water Street with a pedestrian bridge to the Woodward’s building from the 4th floor.

Accessibility
The Woodward’s building and bathrooms are fully accessible.

Registration desk
Registration will open at 4pm on Thursday, March 1 in the lobby of the Woodward’s 
building and continue there in the morning of Friday, March 2. After lunch on Friday, 
registration will move to the Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre (rm 2255) and will 
remain there for the rest of the conference.

Book and information tables
Friday and Saturday, check out the book and information tables in the lobby and Djavad 
Mowafaghian World Art Centre (rm 2255). 

Coffee breaks & lunches
Coffee, tea and snacks will be available on Friday and Saturday morning and afternoon. 
Lunches will be provided in the lobby on Friday and in the Djavad Mowafaghian World 
Art Centre on Saturday and Sunday. As we are trying to reduce the amount of waste 
produced by the conference, please remember to bring a reusable container for coffee 
and water.

Conference updates and tweets
Follow us on Twitter! @CarceralCACS #carceral18

Printing
Printing is available at Harbour Centre Printing and Copying services, U-4, 555 West 
Hastings St.

Internet access
A wi-fi ID and password will be available at the conference. Edu-roam is also available.
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ATM
There is an ATM machine (TD) located at the corner of Hastings and Abbott and another 
one in the London Drugs (RBC) located off the large atrium to the east of the Goldcorp 
Centre for the Arts.

Pharmacy
There is a London Drugs located off the large atrium to the east of the Goldcorp Centre 
for the Arts.

Interfaith prayer space
A dedicated prayer space is available in rm 7021 of the SFU Vancouver Campus Har-
bour Centre building (515 W Hastings St), three blocks to the west of the Woodward’s 
building. 
Security and medical emergencies
There is a security desk located in the lobby of the Goldcorp Centre for the Arts.

Places to grab a coffee or some food nearby
Nearby cafés include: 

JJ Bean Coffee Roasters		  146 Cordova St	
Lost + Found Café 			   33 W. Hastings St
Potluck Café 				   30 W. Hastings St
Purebread				    159 W. Hastings St
Prado Café				    100 W. Hastings St		
Revolver Coffee			   325 Cambie St		
Buro Expresso Bar			   356 Water St						      
Timbertrain Coffee Roasters	 311 W. Cordova St
Bean Around the World		  175 W. Hastings St		

Nearby lunch places include:

Nuba					     207 W. Hastings St		  Lebanese 
Meat & Bread 			   370 Cambie St		  Sandwiches
Guu Otokomae			   105-375 Water St		  Japanese tapas
Tacofino				    15 Blood Alley		  Mexican
Bao Down				    12 Powell St			   Asian fusion
Freshbowl				    360 Cambie St		  Malaysian
Haru Korean Kitchen		  324 Cambie St		  Korean
HiroJapan Sushi Xpress		  142 Cordova St		  Japanese
Harbour Centre Food Court	 555 W. Hastings St		  Variety of quick options	

There are plenty of food choices in different price ranges in Gastown, Chinatown, the 
West End, and Mount Pleasant/Main Street. Please refer to our website for more infor-
mation.
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Instructions to presenters & chairs
In order to allow for discussion, please keep panel presentations to 20 minutes. Stan-
dard sessions are 90 minutes with 3 or 4 presenters. Panel chairs are asked to time 
each paper and provide 5 and 2 minute warnings to presenters. 90 minute workshops 
will be made up of 4-8 presenters giving 5-10 minute presentations followed by moder-
ated discussion. 

Please arrive at your room at least 10 minutes early to test your computer hook up or 
load your slides onto another computer and ensure everything is ready to start on time. 
Note: there will be no computers in the rooms, so please make sure that you make 
arrangements with your session’s chair if you plan to have slides but no laptop. Each 
room is equipped with projectors, sound systems and dongles. There will also be volun-
teers on each floor who can help flag down technicians, if needed. Jugs of water will be 
available in the rooms; please bring a reusable container.



11

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
Thursday, March 1
5:00 – 6:30pm Conference Welcome & Plenary I: Carceral Visions

	 Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, room 3200
6:30 – 8:30pm Reception

	 Audain Gallery, Goldcorp Centre for the Arts, ground floor

Friday, March 2
9:00 – 10:30am Plenary II: Carceral States

	 Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, room 3200
10:30 – 10:45am Coffee Break

	 Lobby, Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
10:45am – 12:15pm Panel A
12:15 – 1:45pm Lunch

	 Lobby, Goldcorp Centre for the Arts
1:45 – 3:15pm Panel B
3:15 – 3:30pm Coffee Break

	 Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255
3:30 – 5:00pm Panel C
5:00 – 7:30pm Dinner Break
7:30 – 9:30pm Keynote I: Dian Million and Kim Pate

	 Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, room 3200

Saturday, March 3
9:00 – 10:30am Panel D
10:30 – 10:45am Coffee Break

	 Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255
10:45am – 12:15pm Panel E
12:15 – 1:15pm Lunch

  Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255
1:15 – 2:45pm Panel F
2:45 – 3:00pm Coffee Break

	 Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255
3:00 – 4:30pm Panel G
4:30 – 5:00pm Break
5:00 – 6:30pm Keynote II: Joy James in conversation with Robyn Maynard

	 Djavad Mowafaghian Cinema, room 3200
6:30 – 11:30pm Dinner/Cabaret

	 Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255

Sunday, March 4
10:30am – 12:00pm Plenary III: Embodied Carcerality

	 Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255

12:30 – 2:30pm Lunch & CACS AGM
	 Djavad Mowafaghian World Art Centre, room 2255
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Joy James
Abolitionism and the Captive Maternal: A Tribute to Erica Garner 
(1990–2017)
In this paper, Dr. James examines how maternal caretakers, central to movements 
against police violence and imprisonment, do not receive the support that they need, 
particularly if their radicalism is incompatible with the professionalization of social justice 
movements. This talk/conversation examines the legacy of Erica Garner (1990–2017) 
who fought for justice for her father, Eric Garner (1970–2014), killed by the NYPD 
through chokehold and chest compression for his refusal to be harassed on a Staten 
Island sidewalk.

Dr. Joy James is a leading scholar in politics and African American studies. Her areas 
of specialization include feminist political theory, critical race theory, and studies of in-
carceration. James is the author of numerous books, including Transcending the Talent-
ed Tenth and Shadowboxing: Representations of Black Feminist Politics. Her newest 
volume, Memory, Shame & Rage: The Central Park Case, 1989–2002 (forthcoming), 
analyzes the convictions and delayed exoneration of five youths in the infamous Cen-
tral Park rape case. James is editor of a number of anthologies on incarceration: States 
of Confinement: Policing, Detention and Prisons, The New Abolitionists: (Neo)Slave 
Narratives and Contemporary Prison Writings, and Warfare: Prison and The American 
Homeland, a compilation of radical critiques of politics, incarceration, and policing. Dr. 
James will be in conversation with Robyn Maynard, author of Policing Black Lives: State 
Violence in Canada from Slavery to the Present (2017).

Dian Million
Our Blood is Currency: Indigenous Death, Economics and 
Resurgence
As of 2018, 1200+ Indigenous women are missing or murdered in Canada alone. In the 
United States, we do not really know the figure, because there is no national inquiry into 
the murdered, missing and trafficked. But this is only the tip of the iceberg. Indigenous 
deaths are scalar, occurring on many levels, from our bodies to the worlds we create. In 
this talk, I relate the genocidal to ecocide, the outcomes of neoliberalism, abandonment, 
and struggle in our Indigenous places. Still, in the midst of this close and immutable 
policing of our presence, Indigenous resurgence poses an ontological and epistemic 
challenge to any business as usual amidst the Anthropocene disintegration.

Dr. Dian Million (Tanana Athabascan) is Associate Professor in American Indian Stud-
ies and an affiliate faculty in Canadian Studies and the Comparative History of Ideas 
Program at the University of Washington, Seattle. She is the author of Therapeutic 
Nations: Healing in an Age of Indigenous Human Rights (2013) as well as numerous 
articles, chapters, and poems. Dian Million’s work deals with issues of social justice, 
Indigenous, critical race and gender studies, the neoliberal affects of capitalism/settler 
colonialism, and Indigenous feminisms.
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Kim Pate
Decolonizing and Decarcerating
Situating mass incarceration within the context of Canada’s colonial history, this presen-
tation will focus on the need to fundamentally rethink and deconstruct current realities 
and expose carceral cultures. Decolonizing social and criminal justice approaches must 
necessarily involve commitments to substantive equality, as part of our deconstructing 
and decarcerating the status quo. Participants will be provided with examples of existing 
opportunities to address such issues and challenged to take immediate action to reme-
dy current and historical wrongs.

Kim Pate was appointed to the Senate of Canada on November 10, 2016 and is a 
member of the Order of Canada, a recipient of the Governor General’s Award in Com-
memoration of the Persons Case, the Canadian Bar Association’s Bertha Wilson Touch-
stone Award, five honorary doctorates and numerous other awards. She was the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Canadian Association of Elizabeth Fry Societies (CAEFS) from 
January 1992 until her appointment to the Senate in November 2016. Senator Pate was 
a driving force behind the Inquiry into Certain Events at the Prison for Women in Kings-
ton, headed by Justice Louise Arbour. She has been instrumental in building coalitions 
across the country with other equity-seeking, women’s, anti-racism, anti-poverty and 
human rights organizations.
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PANEL INFORMATION

PANEL A1: MONITORING, ARCHIVING, FRAMING
CHAIR: Justin Piché, University of Ottawa

ROOM 2205
Immigration detention in Canada: Constituting ideas of “the threat” 
and “the Canadian Public” through racism, sanism and 
colonial eugenics
Ameil J. Joseph, McMaster University

Immigration detention in Canada is rationalized as necessary for the assessment and 
examination of immigrants who might present a threat to the public, or be deemed 
inadmissible due to “serious criminality” and therefore unable to attend hearings, proce-
dures or examinations. In March 2016, two deaths within immigration detention centres 
in Canada triggered a public reaction to the existence, purpose and conditions of immi-
gration holding centres and questioned the human rights protections for people being 
detained. Drawing on analytical contributions from mad studies, critical race theory and 
postcolonial studies, public media debates on the contemporary practice of immigration 
detention, and historical practice of immigration detention in Canada (specifically the 
historical use of gaols of the criminal justice system for the detention of undesirables by 
the department of immigration and colonization in 1919 and the department of immigra-
tion’s designation of Ontario hospitals for the insane as immigration stations in 1927) 
are discursively analyzed. The analysis offered positions contemporary immigration 
detention as a continuation of colonial population regulation practice that is fueled from 
the fashioning of a confluence of gendered threats to the “Canadian public” sustained 
by racial, sanest, eugenic, thinking that effects racialized people and those identified by 
the biomedical psychiatric system (mostly young men) in violent ways. This outcome is 
achieved while advancing the racial/gendered patriarchal fantasy of a Canadian state 
protector made possible upon the (re)forging of the historical ideas of a savage threat 
and the production of the innocent Canadian public in need of protection.

Carceral Monitoring: A Prehistory of the Electronic Present
Elise Thorburn, Memorial University of Newfoundland

In this paper we seek to uncover the relationship between electronic monitoring tech-
nologies in contemporary carceral – and increasingly non-carceral - settings and their 
history as simultaneous tools of both primitive accumulation and settler colonialism. In 
sum, we seek to ground the seemingly beneficent practices of electronic monitoring 
regimes today with their lineages in capitalist and colonial expansion. As with capitalism 
itself, contemporary electronic monitoring devices are birthed “dripping from head to 
food, from every pore, with blood and dirt.” (Marx, 1976) We begin by tracing the role 
of monitoring – observing, archiving, and analysing “populations” – as central to early 
capitalist labour processes and to the forced proletarianization of broad swathes of Eu-

PANEL A: Friday, March 2, 10:45am–12:15pm
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ropean communities. In essence, monitoring was foundational to processes of primitive 
accumulation and its maintenance as an ongoing process (Federici, 2004; Coulthard 
2014). Such early monitoring practices relied on both spatial enclosures and alteration 
of “non-normative” peasant behaviours. We then trace such capitalist monitoring as it 
crossed the Atlantic through the violent practices of settler colonialism and found its 
expression in, for example, reserve systems and residential schools. Early settler-co-
lonial monitoring practices played a central role in the theft of land and resources that 
facilitated the founding of the Canadian nation state, as well as eliminating indigenous 
resistances by producing racial subjectivities according to normative settler-colonial 
typologies (Monaghan, 2013) Finally, this paper prepares us for the present high-tech 
moment of geospatial and behavioural data collection by examining the first uses of 
electronic monitoring amongst populations of “juvenile delinquents” by Harvard psychol-
ogists in the 1960s (Gable, 2015). These experiments with behaviour modification and 
location tracking devices connect the prehistory of electronic monitoring to the present, 
and laid the groundwork for the vast carceral structures of electronic monitoring as it 
exists today.

Panel A: Fri, Mar 2, 10:45am–12:15pm
A1: ROOM 2205
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PANEL A2 (WORKSHOP):
WELCOME IN OUR BACKYARD:

THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY IN PRISON JUSTICE
CHAIR: Alana Abramson, Alternatives to Violence Project

ROOM 4390
Alana Abramson, Alternatives to Violence Project 
Sue Brown, Student/Activist 
Lara-Lisa Condello, Collaborating Centre for Prison Health and Education, UBC 
Mo Korchinski, Women in2 Healing 
Meenakshi Mannoe, Stark Raven/Prison Justice Day Committee 
Jason Price, Alternatives to Violence Project 
Leita McInnis, Positive Living BC 
Jana Skorstengaard, Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Prison Justice Club

In relation to the criminal (in)justice system, we often hear rhetoric highlighting the im-
portance of “community” in policing, corrections, and public safety. Many initiatives from 
community policing to community residential facilities (halfway houses) stress the impor-
tance of partnerships between non-profit organization and the government. Movements 
such as restorative justice recognize that many communities have the resources to play 
an active role in justice, supporting those impacted by harm and assisting those who 
have been criminalized to rehabilitate and reintegrate. Former Yukon Superior Court 
Judge Barry Stuart notes that there is a 911-mentality in Canada where we have given 
over our power for resolving conflict and harm to professionals. This has atrophied our 
ability and motivation to work together to create healthier communities through enhanc-
ing collaboration and social capital. Although the public generally favours community re-
habilitation efforts, it is rare to see individual engagement with such strategies. Further, 
NIMBYism (Not In My Back Yard) is apparent when new initiatives or projects are pro-
posed. Given the challenges to truly engage communities in justice initiatives, we must 
carefully consider how we define community. Community can be either a great source of 
strength or opposition in pursuing transformative justice for those impacted by crime.

Prison abolitionist and social justice warrior, Dr. Karlene Faith reflects on the meaning 
of transformative justice. Faith states: “de-carceration [means] making sure that the peo-
ple who have been in there [prison] will have a community waiting for them when they 
get out and that community will see to it that they are not recidivists. That’s the idea, you 
build community.”

Although Karlene passed away in May of last year, we hope that her words and wis-
dom resonate in our workshop. Panelists will describe their efforts to mobilize and orga-
nize often in spite of the legal system. Speakers will also highlight the challenges and 
opportunities of breaking down prison walls to build structurally sound bridges between 
the imprisoned and the community.

We hope conference participants who attend our session will be challenged and 
inspired to become involved with and support community initiatives working for prison 
and transformative justice. Dr. Faith reminds us that incarcerated people belong in our 
communities not prison, and, once released, the system cannot easily have them back. 
We cannot and will not rely on professionals for creating more just communities.
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PANEL A3: DRUG PROHIBITION
CHAIR: Susan Boyd, University of Victoria

ROOM 4350
Gendered Drug Policy: The Regulation of Reproduction
and Mothering
Susan Boyd, University of Victoria

This presentation explores how class-based, gendered and racialized violence is repro-
duced in Canadian drug law and policies; remaining central in the regulation of women 
suspected of using illegal and legal drugs. Intersecting state and institutional practices 
(colonialism, criminal justice, child protection and medical regulation) infringe on wom-
en’s reproductive and human rights, and fuel expanding and intersecting punishment 
industries. Informed by feminist, cultural and socio-historical perspectives, this presenta-
tion provides a critical analysis of Canadian drug policies and practices from the nine-
teenth century to the present through the examination of representative case studies. 
Case studies include: colonialism and alcohol prohibition; Sunny Hill Hospital for Chil-
dren; private member bills; and Motherisk Commission.

SNAP: Challenging Drug Prohibition
Dave Murray, SNAP

This presentation highlights the experiences of a peer-run group, SNAP (SALOME/
NAOMI Association of Patients), that meets weekly in the Downtown Eastside of Van-
couver, British Columbia, Canada. SNAP is a unique independent peerrun drug user 
group that formed in 2011. SNAP’s members are made up of former research partici-
pants who participated in two heroin-assisted treatment trials in Vancouver. This pre-
sentation highlights SNAP members’ experiences as long-time heroin users against the 
backdrop of drug prohibition in Canada, their ongoing activism to end drug prohibition, 
for access to heroin-assisted treatment, including a Charter challenge, and how receiv-
ing HAT impacts their life during the overdose crisis.

(Re)Presenting Vancouver’s Overdose Crisis
Jade Boyd, University of British Columbia/BC Centre on Substance Use

The North American overdose epidemic represents more than a public health crisis – 
though it has primarily been framed as such. Little research has been undertaken that 
examines the cultural and socio-structural factors (e.g., punitive drug laws, affordable 
housing, on-going colonization, and limited access to effective drug treatment and drug 
maintenance programs) that led to the overdose crisis in Canada, nor the ways in which 
those most affected make sense of it. This presentation draws from rapid ethnographic 
fieldwork conducted in the city of Vancouver, BC, between December 2016 and April 
2017 during an overdose crisis in order to explore visual representations produced 
during that time by people in Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. Data collection includ-
ed approximately 185 hours of observation, photographs of graffiti, art, and the city’s 
landscape in the epicenter of the crisis, as well as in-depth interviews with 72 people 
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who inject drugs recruited directly from overdose prevention sites. Data were analyzed 
thematically with attention to interlinking concepts of intersectionality (e.g., racialization, 
gender inequality, and socioeconomic marginalization) and structural vulnerability. Visu-
al themes speak to police surveillance, containment, gendered violence, genocide, and 
resistance of people who use drugs within the local context of the city’s rapidly gentrify-
ing Downtown Eastside.

Panel A: Fri, Mar 2, 10:45am–12:15pm
A3: ROOM 4350
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PANEL A4: MOBILE POLICING
CHAIR: Samir Gandesha, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4320
State Surveillance and Performance of the Environmental
Activist Identity
Lindsey Bertrand, Royal Roads University

This paper explores the topics of state surveillance and democratic participation. It 
examines how targeted surveillance – backed by the implicit threat of state violence – 
shapes the behaviour and sense of identity of Canadian activists who express dissent to 
dominant economic, technological, or cultural modes. In particular, the project focuses 
on environmental movement members who have expressed opposition to critical infra-
structure (CI) projects such as new or expanded pipelines.
	 In Canada, among other nations, the inclusion of CI protection in national security pri-
orities has enabled the surveillance of such environmental activists, imagining them as a 
potential threat. This was recently exemplified when in 2014, documents obtained under 
the Access to Information Act revealed that the Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police had covertly monitored the activities of several 
groups that had expressed opposition to pipeline projects. Knowledge of such instances 
of state-sanctioned surveillance has become widespread, reinforcing the need for CI 
opponents to locate themselves within the discourse of this exercise and reinforcement 
of state power and the categories it implies.
	 This research, then, will seek to answer the question, How does targeted state surveil-
lance shape the identity performance of Canadian anti-pipeline activists?
	 Through a critical discourse analysis of pipeline opponents’ interview responses, the 
project investigates how the surveillance context has influenced the way activists un-
derstand and discuss lawful expressions of dissent and their own role in society – their 
alignment with the ‘discursive category’ of CI opponent influenced by the regulatory/
legal, administrative, architectural, and policing discourses emerging from state-sanc-
tioned surveillance. The analysis considers the linguistic and rhetorical structures of in-
terview responses; identifies dominant, contradictory, and excluded ideas; identifies how 
participants locate themselves; and considers social, cultural, and historical contexts.

Freedom Unchained? Mobile Monitoring Technologies in the
Canadian Carceral State
Kamilla Petrick, Lakehead University/York University

This paper will demonstrate and critically interrogate the Canadian state’s burgeoning 
investment in mobile electronic monitoring (EM) technologies as a means of reducing 
the cost of running bricks-and-mortal carceral infrastructure. Drawing on original empir-
ical research involving Freedom of Information requests, the first part of the paper will 
delineate the growing use of EM technology inside the Canadian penal system in order 
to argue that this development, though ostensibly driven by the state’s desire to move 
toward a more “humane” means of incarceration extending also to immigration deten-
tion, represents a problematic metastatis of the prison beyond its physical walls and 
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into the broader society. This line of inquiry will be developed further by examining more 
closely the ways in which the Canadian carceral state’s planned and ongoing invest-
ment into mobile EM technologies challenges and changes accepted ideas concerning 
the meaning and experience of freedom. The second half of the paper will draw upon 
several preliminary interviews with legal experts, immigration consultants, and prison 
reform and abolition advocates in order to illuminate the range of critical responses to 
mobile monitoring in light of the technology’s potentially troubling political and ethical 
implications.

Political Economies of Police Data
Stacy Wood, University of Pittsburgh

In recent years, efforts to produce open data cultures within police departments have 
met with a mixture of results. The national Police Data Initiative bolstered by federal 
support both in concept and finance managed to convince 130 police departments to 
contribute to their efforts, which involved Code for America, The U.S. Department of 
Justice, and the Police Foundation just to name a few. Despite these efforts, the state 
of affairs is ad hoc and spotty. Even as police departments remain notoriously reluctant 
to make internal data concerning use-of-force and deadly-force open to the public, their 
use of proprietary technologies such as body worn cameras and cloud-based evidence 
management systems is producing massive amounts of data. These new infrastructur-
al arrangements which embed the work of policing into private databases signifies an 
emergent challenge, and a burgeoning secondary economy that goes beyond tradition-
al relationships between public entities and commercial vendors. This paper focuses 
on the political economy of data produced by body worn cameras and their attendant 
technologies, highlighting the ways in which these practices have created a vacuum for 
strong data policies, a boon to particular companies and a rhetorical palliative to discus-
sions of racial bias and structural oppression.

Panel A: Fri, Mar 2, 10:45am–12:15pm
A4: ROOM 4320
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PANEL A5: BC’s CARCERAL LEGACIES
CHAIR: Michael Young, Royal Roads University

ROOM 4310
Staging Incarceration: Affective Legacies of Japanese
Canadian Internment
Eury Colin Chang, University of British Columbia

“While redress may be a done deal legally and politically, it’s far from over psychically.”
~ Guillermo Verdecchia

For many Canadians, the internment of family and friends during and beyond World War 
II radically influenced cultural relationships, marking a key moment in Canada’s history 
as a (post) colonial nation. Seventy-five years later, the internment of Japanese Cana-
dian citizens is now recognized as mass incarceration: one that was statesanctioned, 
race-based, and unaligned with principles of fundamental or social justice. As a mean-
ingful, yet contentious and incomplete, remedy for the discriminatory practice of intern-
ment, the Canadian government offered a formal apology on September 22, 1988. In 
this paper, I offer a performance analysis of Japanese problem – a site responsive play 
co-created by five theatre artists in Vancouver – alongside a visual analysis of Hast-
ings Park, 1942, the companion cinematic/art installation housed at the Nikkei National 
Museum & Cultural Centre. Further, I argue that staging and dramatizing the process 
of internment serves as a critical reminder of Canada’s role in social exclusion, gestur-
ing towards more reasonable and long-lasting alternatives. It could also be argued that 
mainstream, cultural amnesia still exists around the event, begging for more exposure to 
the nuances of historical abjection and exclusion. As such, I explore how theatre perfor-
mance creates what I refer to as “affective legacies” and spaces for understanding Jap-
anese Canadian Internment. By my definition, an “affective legacy” draws attention to 
the intergenerational impact of incarceration, asking contemporary audiences to wrestle 
over its relevance. Additionally, the legacy of internment is given texture through em-
bodied form, relying on the affective dimensions (emotional, factual and physical) which 
unfold between and among artists and audiences. As articulated by Karen Shimakawa, 
theatre is a place “where not only the products of abjection may be shown (or made in-
visible), but the actual process itself may be presented; and in that act of representation 
lies the potential to intervene in, and perhaps even reorganize, abjection.” (57)

The Bones of All Time: The Material Discourses of New Westminster’s 
Woodlands School
Alois Sieben, Simon Fraser University

This paper explores Karen Barad’s understanding of discursive practices, which don’t 
simply imply language, but instead connote “specific material (re)configurings of the 
world through which the determination of boundaries, properties, and meanings is 
differentially enacted” (Meeting the Universe Halfway 148). In Cecily Nicholson’s long 
poem From the Poplars, a similar process is represented, generating “officially spoken 
boundaries borders and property” (13). Just as quantum physicists like Barad determine 
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particle properties through a specified set of discursively framed experimental conditions 
and the consequent marks they leave on bodies, Poplars demonstrates how colonial-
ism determines property through the repetition of certain discursive conditions – what 
Sarah Hunts calls epistemic violence, “the work of discourse in creating and sustaining 
boundaries around what is considered real and, by extension, what is unable to be seen 
as real (or to be seen at all)” (29). Seizing the dimensions of language and the materi-
al simultaneously, Barad’s theory offers a useful lens for thinking through the mixing of 
matter and language in the historical events depicted in Poplars. For instance, there are 
the lines about how former BC Premier “Bill Vander Zalm revamped Woodlands Hospi-
tal Cemetery” (11) in New Westminster in 1977, by approving the recycling of concrete 
composed of named grave markers from a cemetery connected to British Columbia’s 
first provincial asylum into a barbecue patio as part of a redevelopment of the old facil-
ity’s grounds. Concrete from these grave markers also turned up in various other New 
West residential and commercial development projects, occasioning a series of events 
in which slabs of driveways or sidewalks were knocked loose, to reveal names – legi-
bility – literally hidden on the undersides of walkways (de Courcy). The outside to dis-
course, the limits of legibility, in this case isn’t some metaphorical horizon; it’s the labour 
implied by the flipping over of concrete blocks.

Prophylaxis: The carceral landscape
Don Gill, University of Lethbridge

The Prophylaxis: The Carceral Landscape incorporates videos, photographs, audio and 
the World Wide Web. The concerns of the installation were inspired by D’Arcy Island 
–  a small island off the east coast of Vancouver Island formerly employed by the city of 
Victoria to quarantine those suffering from the stigma of leprosy. Using a text published 
in the Dominion Medical Monthly in 1898 written by a doctor and a journalist who toured 
the island, the installation responds to the phenomenon of the use of landscape as a 
device to isolate specific groups from society. The separation of these groups arose 
from an irrational fear of a medical condition linked to ethnic origin. The installation D’Ar-
cy Island is a meditation on involuntary and voluntary isolation due to elements out of 
an individual’s control. D’Arcy Island is part of a larger project titled Carceral Landscape, 
which is attentive to the use of landscape as a device for human incarceration. The 
ideas of Carceral Landscape were stimulated by photographer Ansel Adams’s belief that 
the sublime beauty of the natural environment surrounding Japanese American intern-
ment camps during WWII inspired and helped internees transcend their detention. D’Ar-
cy Island critically considered the use of an island as a site of detention or banishment. 
Since D’arcy Island was exhibited at the Southern Alberta Art Gallery in 2006, this work 
has taken me to Japan, Norway, Australia, USA, Mexico, United Kingdom, and Europe, 
as well as Canada recording the landscapes of detention and separation.

Panel A: Fri, Mar 2, 10:45am–12:15pm
A5: ROOM 4310
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Panel A: Fri, Mar 2, 10:45am–12:15pm
A5: ROOM 4310

Spaces of contestation: UFV’s South Asian-Canadian Studies 
Institute’s efforts to combat racial profiling and cultural stereotyping
Paul E. Fontaine, McGill University

On April 15, 2015, the Abbotsford School District and the Abbotsford Police Department 
(APD) co-hosted a forum entitled “Forum for a Healthier Community,” which was an 
attempt to “[inform] parents and concerned citizens about violent incidents and serious 
crimes that have taken place in West Abbotsford,” and to “discuss ways for parents 
to work with their school to help young people choose a better path.”1 The forum was 
conducted primarily in Punjabi and the event was covered by Abbotsford’s primary news 
source, The Abbotsford News (The News), which ran a story, “Hundreds gather for 
crime forum” (Hopes:A7) in its April 17, 2015 issue. This paper will explore the efforts of 
a university institute, dedicated to the study of diasporic identity, to combat racial profil-
ing and cultural stereotyping. The University of the Fraser Valley’s South Asian Studies 
Institute (formerly the Centre for Indo-Canadian Studies), in efforts spearheaded by 
the Institute’s director Satwinder Bains, reached out to the three local Abbotsford, B.C. 
institutions that organized and mediated the event: the school district, the APD, and 
The Abbotsford News. The purpose of those efforts was to highlight the racialized and 
discriminatory aspects of the event and its coverage and to offer more productive and 
thoughtful ways of reaching out to the community’s Punjabi communities. In the paper’s 
1 Abbotsford Police Department. “Media Release: APD and Abbotsford School District 
Forum for a Healthier Community.” Wire Service, April 2015. http://www.wireservice.ca/
index.php? module=News&func=display&sid=15373. Accessed May 24, 2015. 1 anal-
ysis, I will highlight the arguments that the Institute made concerning the forum, related 
primarily to the racialization of crime, in letters written by the Centre to the local institu-
tions in question. I will also use segments of an interview I conducted with Bains, which 
dealt specifically with the forum and the process of writing letters to and meeting with 
some of the key individuals from the APD, the school district, and The News. The letters 
and meetings constitute pushback against institutional racism and stereotyping, but, of 
equal importance, the communication between the Institute and other Abbotsford institu-
tions provides evidence of the mobilization of relationships established and maintained 
over many years. Employing an institutional ethnographic methodology, I will highlight 
potential strategies for combating racial profiling and cultural stereotyping, at the com-
munity level. I will finish by discussing the role that the Institute played in mobilizing 
diasporic identity to push back against institutional discrimination.
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PANEL B1: GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES
ON POLICING/RESISTANCE

CHAIR: Irina Ceric, Kwantlen Polytechnic University
ROOM 2205

If this protest doesn’t kill you, I will: Policing youth protest in the age 
of austerity
Diandra Oliver, Simon Fraser University

This paper considers the complicated carceral geographies at play in places and ex-
periences of youth protest during the ongoing financial crisis in Spain. When the global 
financial crisis of 2008 bled into the debt crisis in the Eurozone, Spain was among those 
countries most affected. Amid skyrocketing unemployment and soaring levels of sover-
eign, commercial and household debt, the Spanish state imposed EU-mandated aus-
terity policies that grossly exaggerated the impact of the crisis, especially on the least 
economically secure of its citizens. For Spanish youth, the result was nothing less than 
a calamity. Youth in Spain are navigating this austere existence rife with carceral bound-
aries. To date, millions of Spaniards have mobilized against EU-sponsored fiscal consol-
idation, enacting multiple waves and types of political protest that have consumed the 
lives of youth. Exploring youth-led modes of resistance in Spain’s anti-austerity protests, 
I identify three carceral modes: youth’s self-policing of participation in resistance activi-
ties, the pervasive public discourse aimed at dismissing resisting actions, and the hy-
perpolicing of citizens via Spain’s 2015 Citizen Security Protection Law (aka “gag law”). 
Youth’s resulting carceral experiences and embedded resistance offer a unique lens to 
understand how they construct opposition to neoliberal economies and state austerity 
during financial crisis. Despite the unfolding of carceral logistics, youth continue to be 
prominent instigators and initiators of ongoing resistance and protest to the Spanish 
state.

Law, Resistance and the Carceral State: Activist Legal Collectives in 
Canada and the US, 1999–Present
Irina Ceric, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

Carceral logics increasingly shape both protest policing and other forms of state 
and non-state repression. This paper highlights one example of social movement 
resistance to carceral logics by examining the work of legal collectives: volunteer 
groups composed of primarily non-lawyer activists engaged in providing legal support 
for other activists, particularly during protests and other mass mobilizations. Over the 
last two decades, law collectives have been central in the successful legal defence of 
thousands of activists and protesters and their work poses a practical and theoretical 
challenge to carceral culture. Yet apart from a handful of scholarly articles and one non-
academic book, both movement-based writers and social movement and legal scholars 
have failed to closely examine the work of providing activist legal support, particularly 
the contributions of non-lawyer legal collectives. This research aims to address this 

PANEL B: Friday, March 2, 1:45–3:15pm
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research gap by cataloging the work of radical, movement-based legal collectives in 
the US and Canada since the late 1990s. Using data arising from recent interviews with 
legal collective members and documentary analysis of primary source legal collective 
materials, this paper will examine the role of radical legal support in catalyzing social 
movement knowledge production about law, repression, and the state. I argue that 
activists’ experiences of law and repression – as distinct contemporary carceral logics – 
generate specific subjectivities and that the practices of non-lawyer activists in response 
to the criminalization of dissent are a window into the construction of a counter-
hegemonic form of legal knowledge.

The Problem of Police Lethality in Brazil: Why Race Matters
Jeanique Tucker, University of Alberta

Race is rarely examined as a key variable in explaining police lethality in Brazil and 
instead it is only marginally mentioned as a possible covariant to class. The use of race 
as an explanatory variable has been rejected by many who see it as a non-issue in a 
racial democracy that defies general definitions of racial divides. Especially when com-
pared to countries with a more tenuous history with blackness, the concept of racially 
motivated violence in Brazil seems less pronounced especially when “theories derived 
from the U.S. are illegitimately applied to interpret other cases” (Telles 2004: 2). Using 
Sartori’s concept of data containers (1970) I will argue that race relations in Brazil and 
the United States belong to the same “data containers” where the former exemplifies 
the “logic of more-and less” and the latter the logic of “either-or”, which is more readily 
identifiable as belonging to said data container because it embodies “polar oppositions 
and dichotomous confrontations [that] cannot be dismissed” (1039). Race as an explan-
atory variable in studies of police lethality have been overlooked because the data con-
tainers being used to interpret racial politics is irrelevant within this context. I contend 
that blacks are being targeted by the police because of their perceived distance from 
whiteness; where the greater the distance the greater the chance of victimization. This 
distance from whiteness is wrapped up in historical “truths” about what distinguishes the 
races and this knowledge is internalized and projected onto the bodies that most typify 
it. In so doing, it is not so much about color/complexion/phenotype as it is about con-
ceptions of both races, which are articulated as negatives of each other, that are then 
transposed and made real in the selection of police targets.

Panel B: Fri, Mar 2, 1:45–3:15pm
B1: ROOM 2205
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PANEL B2 (WORKSHOP):
INSIDE-OUT PRISON EDUCATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA:

REFLECTIONS ON INSTRUCTOR TRAINING,
PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND COURSE DELIVERY IN 

THREE CORRECTIONS FACILITIES
CHAIR: Michael Young, Royal Roads University

ROOM 4390
Michael Young, Royal Roads University 
Alicia Horton, University of the Fraser Valley 
Joanne Falvai, Vancouver Island University 
Wade Deisman, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

The Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program is an educational model predicated on the 
notion that collaborative dialogue has the capacity to overcome social barriers and 
produce social change. The program was founded nearly twenty years ago by Professor 
Lori Pompa of Temple University. Since this time, hundreds of university faculty have 
been trained to facilitate university courses in carceral settings through combining cam-
pus-based and incarcerated students. In this workshop we discuss implementation of 
the Inside-Out model of prison education in British Columbia. The discussion is present-
ed in three separate, but integrated parts. First, Alicia Horton outlines her experiences 
in the instructor training program offered at Kwìkwèxwelhp Healing Village in the Fraser 
Valley. As Dr. Horton observes, there are significant differences in the learning climate 
inside a prison compared to a post secondary institution which requires a considerable 
amount of adjustment for instructors in the Inside-Out context. Climate and context 
play an equally dominant role as does content necessitating a more holistic approach 
to teaching. Next, Michael Young presents his experiences in developing a course for 
inside and outside students at William Head Institution on Vancouver Island. Identifying 
suitable inside and outside students for a course while maintaining an openness for 
equal participation, maintaining security and ensuring the best chance of success for 
participants in both groups can be challenging. In the third part of the discussion, Jo-
anne Falvi and Wade Deisman reflect on their experiences teaching Inside-Out courses 
at Nanaimo Correctional Centre on Vancouver Island and at Kwìkwèxwelhp Healing 
Village. From both settings, the presenters note that inside and outside students experi-
enced profound learning experiences, which was highlighted by the instructors as well.
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PANEL B3: VERNACULAR SURVEILLANCE
CHAIR & DISCUSSANT: Eve Haque, York University

ROOM 4350
Race and Displacement: The Uses and Ubiquity of Home Surveillance
Lily Cho, York University

On July 4, 2017, The Ottawa Citizen acquired and published (online) disturbing surveil-
lance footage of an elderly man in a municipal long-term care facility being beaten by 
a personal support worker who had been changing the elderly man’s diaper. The video 
had been provided to the Citizen by the elderly man’s grandson, Daniel Nasrallah. Nas-
rallah had installed high definition video system in his grandfather’s room because the 
family had been concerned about inexplicable injuries on their grandfather’s face and 
body. The staff and management of the longterm care facility had been made aware of 
the video system and had consented to the installation of the equipment. In the footage, 
the personal support worker, Jie Xiao, 44, punches the elderly man’s face eleven times 
with his left hand while holding the victim’s arm with his right. The victim, Karam Nas-
rallah, 89, suffers from Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease. Upon viewing the video, 
Daniel Nasrallah, the grandson, immediately calls 911. Xiao is arrested on the spot. In 
an interview, Daniel Nasrallah says, “Everyone should have a camera in the room,” said 
Nassrallah. “Most substitute decision makers are not here essentially as peeping Toms 
to watch an elderly individual change. That’s not their purpose. It’s oversight over your 
loved one.” Nasrallah has indicated his intent to the City of Ottawa. The Nasrallah video 
raises important questions about the uses and ubiquity of surveillance by non-state or 
corporate actors. In this case, an individual family turns the camera onto an institution 
and, in so doing, puts the institution and the state on defense. What is more, there are 
complex layers of race and displacement at work in this video. The victim is a former 
war refugee who had fled Lebanon. The perpetrator is Chinese. The complexities of this 
racial dynamic, one that is not simply black and white, demands attention to the ways in 
which surveillance cannot always be easily binarized in terms of race and power. Build-
ing on recent work on race and surveillance by critics such as Simone Browne, Arun 
Kundnani and Deepa Kumar, this paper attends to the ways in which racialized watch-
ers use surveillance practices that subvert the top-down gaze of surveillance. Instead, 
we might think of the Nasrallah video as an example of surveillance from below, or 
vernacular surveillance.

Pickpocket Movies in World Film
Karen Fang, University of Houston

From Sam Fuller’s Pickup on South Street (1953) and Robert Bresson’s Pickpocket 
(1959) to Jia Zhangke’s Xiao Wu (1997) and South Korea’s Cold Eyes (2013 – itself a 
remake of Hong Kong’s 2007 Eye in the Sky), pickpockets are an occasional but no-
table theme throughout world film. Closely related to investigation, detection, crime, 
voyeurism and “Peeping Tom” plots, movies about pickpockets are prime examples of 
lateral or vernacular surveillance, in which peripheral or economically, culturally, socially 
or politically disempowered groups attain brief advantage by capitalizing on their moni-
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toring and manipulation of peers and not-too-distant superiors. Building on current work 
in surveillance theory, this paper considers the global tradition of pickpocket movies 
both in terms of their social commentary upon urbanity and economic marginality as well 
as their artistic and industrial intervention in world film antecedents. As Gilles Deleuze 
claims in Cinema 2, haptic representation in Bresson’s Pickpocket literally embodies 
the stylistic transition from Italian neorealism to the French New Wave. Diversifying 
this thesis about European art cinema’s temporal emphases towards the obliquely re-
newed interest in space that infuses non-western pickpocket movies such as Xiao Wu, 
Cold Eyes and especially Hong Kong auteur Johnnie To’s Sparrow (2008), this paper 
explores world film’s postmillennial resettling around East Asian modernity. Far from 
simply illustrating the take-up by nonwestern cinema of an enduring world film motif, 
these twenty-first century documents of Asian urbanity use the productive and disrup-
tive trajectories of vernacular and lateral surveillance to offer an ambitious and informed 
vision of survival and selfadvancement within a world very different from the Cold War 
paranoia or postwar playfulness of Bresson and Fuller.

Reflexive Surveillance and the Vernacular in Mina Shum’s
The Ninth Floor
Anita Lam, York University

This paper examines the relationship between Mina Shum’s use of the reflexive prop-
erties of filmmaking in The Ninth Floor (2015). In her first feature-length documentary, 
Shum explores the history of the infamous Sir George Williams Riot. In 1969, students 
protested an occupied part of what was then called the Sir George Williams University 
(now Concordia University) in Montreal. This occupation became the most violent racial 
conflict in modern Canadian history. Shum’s film uses a range of techniques includ-
ing hidden cameras during interviews with former students, overhead shots, and long 
shots where the subjects are seen as if through a window or from the vantage point of 
a security camera (Alioff). In conversation with the CBC’s Jeannette Kelly on the radio 
program Cinq á Six (2016), Shum spoke of the way in which the structure of this set 
brought her interview subjects back into the experiences of paranoia and fear, their 
sense memories, of their experience of the occupation. Shum’s set design both mimics 
the experience of surveillance and, crucially, transforms it through a careful process of 
reconstruction and recuperation. Current scholarship on surveillance and cinema tends 
to focus on analyzing representations of surveillance in particular films, but also makes 
a point that film itself is a form of surveillance by focusing on the reflexive properties of 
filmmaking and surveillance aesthetics (Lefait and Zimmer). Building on this scholarship 
in this paper, I will analyze Shum’s film techniques in order to develop an understanding 
of the vernacular possibilities of the reflexivity of surveillance and cinema. In so doing, I 
will investigate the ways in which the reflexivity of surveillance films (and their material 
production) can intervene in discussions around the politics of containment and resis-
tance.

Panel B: Fri, Mar 2, 1:45–3:15pm
B3: ROOM 4350
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PANEL B4: STRUGGLES ACROSS UNWAGED/WAGED WORK 
AND THE INSIDE/OUTSIDE OF PRISON

CHAIR: Chris Vance, York University
ROOM 4320

Barred Reproductive Justice - Intersections in Canada’s Criminal
Justice System
Claire Campbell-Williams

Based on research that explores the history of Canada’s unrecognized involvement in 
African slavery and its history of Indigenous genocide, this paper looks at the intersec-
tions with Canada’s maternal and fetal health statistics for Canadian families of black 
and indigenous descent and their relationship with incarceration.  
Upon recognizing the numbers of currently incarcerated Black and Indigenous women, 
what resources exist to support their families?  Where are the gaps, and how do those 
gaps lead to a cascade of risk for the children of incarcerated people?  How do these 
risks increase the chances of arrest and involvement with criminal justice systems for 
these children?

This paper also explores the models of care in Canada and the United States that 
address maternal-infant needs, from prison-birth doula projects, to mother-child prison 
programs.  Are they successful? What barriers exist that obstruct these programs from 
being more available and effective?

In times when mass incarceration replaces mass slavery, how do families protect and 
nurture freedom?

As the legacy of freedom- and abolition- fighters evolves, how are the narratives 
changed and how do we as a culture embrace and support those on the frontlines of 
freedom from the womb to the tomb?  What is the foundation of a community that is 
under direct attack by borders, nation-states, and economic institutions?  

Incarcerated Workers’ Self-Organizing Contributes to Abolition
Movements Against Global Apartheid
Chris Vance, York University

Modern incarceration and the compulsion to work for another’s profit share roots in 
English colonial-capitalism, from cross-Atlantic enslavement to enclosures of people’s 
lands across the United Kingdom and in further colonies.  Contemporary forms of mass 
incarceration and neoliberal capital converge in global apartheid.  Incarcerated workers’ 
resistance and their relations with supporters outside of prison is important and insight-
ful.  While US movements are larger than in Canada, the connection between prison-
ers’ self-organizing –including of their own cultural productions– and those who act in 
solidarity with them remains strong in both countries.  The Canadian state’s entrenched 
subjugation of prisoners as “public wards” without equal legal protections reflects its and 
capital’s hyper-exploitative and colonial treatment of migrants and Indigenous peo-
ple.  These manifestations of global apartheid warrant joint struggle by abolition move-
ments against the prison-industrial complex, lesser citizenship status for migrants, and 
oppression of Indigenous people.
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Members of the Canadian Prisoners Labour Confederation asserted their right to 
organize for higher pay and better conditions but lost their appeal at the Public Service 
Labour Relations Board in 2013 because they officially remain “public wards” and are 
therefore not legally employees.  Cultural production by prisoners such as writing, pub-
lishing, and staging theatrical productions continues to publicly express their critical and 
articulate views.  Outside supporters of prisoners carry understandings of the carceral 
from organizing inside/out prison into community responses to criminalization, which are 
immediately relevant to migrants and Indigenous people.

Meanwhile, prisoner self-organizing in the US has recently resurged: in 2016 with a 
national strike by tens of thousands of incarcerated workers and in 2017 with national 
rallies to demand a repeal of the US Constitution’s exception of prisoners from the aboli-
tion of slavery – amongst other flashpoints like prisoners’ hunger striking against solitary 
confinement in California and supporters’ mobilizing resources to bail-out incarcerated 
mothers on Mother’s Day.

Panel B: Fri, Mar 2, 1:45–3:15pm
B4: ROOM 4320
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PANEL B5: SECTIONED: PSYCHIATRIC
INCARCERATION IN THREE PARTS

CHAIR: Hilda Fernandez, Simon Fraser University
ROOM 4310

Carceral Ableism: Disability, Mental Health and “Alternatives”
to Incarceration
Liat Ben-Moshe, University of Toledo

Disability and madness are largely missing from our analysis of incarceration and its re-
sistance. When disability or madness are present they are conceived as a deficit, some-
thing in need of correction (medically/psychiatrically or by the correction industry itself), 
but not as a nuanced identity from which to understand how to live differently including 
re-evaluating responses to harm and difference. Often what we hear about people with 
various mental differences, disabilities and substance users who are caught in the crim-
inal injustice system is that they need medical help and treatment and not incarceration 
and punishment (such as ‘the mentally ill should not be in jail’). But often what is touted 
as treatment and medical help is no less coercive and normalizing than other forms of 
incarceration (such as psychiatric hospitalization, chemical incarceration (Fabris 2011), 
ankle bracelets). Today disability and mental health are used as justification for prison 
and jail expansion. I will discuss such ‘alternatives’ through the frame of carceral hu-
manism (coined by James Kilgore 2014) and what I call carceral ableism. Because of 
the rising cost of construction and maintenance of carceral spaces, the corporate is 
now turning to various “alternatives” to incarceration and institutionalization. A similar 
tactic is used by those who find the living conditions of disabled prisoners so deplorable 
that they call for the creation of more hospital beds in prisons and the creation of more 
accessible prisons, which extend the carceral state. This presentation will demonstrate 
that disability and mental difference are not (or not only) medical conditions but the 
basis of social movements with deep histories of oppression and resistance. Centering 
disability and mental difference can therefore also lead to a more complex discussion 
of alternatives to incarceration. I will use deinstitutionalization as one such example that 
can aid lead to moving towards a non-carceral future.

I Call this Institutionalized Rape: On Psychiatric Incarceration and 
Involuntary Injections
Erin Soros, University of Toronto

The three men knew what to do. They’d done it many times before. They snapped on 
the blue rubber gloves that made their hands look like cartoons. Then they pinned my 
arms and legs while I writhed against their strength. I screamed that I wanted a witness. 
I screamed that I was being held against my will. One of them undid my pants, yanking 
them down, so the nurse could inject the drug deep into my skin – my bottom bare while 
my mind braced itself for resistant intelligence to disappear into oblivion. If this scene is 
uncomfortable to read, imagine what it is to experience. If this scene had taken place 
outside of a psychiatric ward, if I were physically assaulted and then penetrated while 
being held down by multiple men on the street or in any other public or even private 
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place, I would be able to press charges or at least to speak of the crime. But what if 
the ordeal is sanctioned, even encouraged, by the very justice system to which I might 
turn? What if the police were the ones to deliver me to my treatment? My essay weaves 
narrative together with legal, poststructuralist and psychoanalytic theory to explore the 
affective and material economy of psychiatric incarceration and compulsory medication. 
I consider legal reflection by Elyn Saks, herself a survivor, who argues that the psy-
chiatric system deserves one free-shot: an initial pass to drug, through force, the non-
compliant patient. I invoke Georgio Agamben’s “state of exception” to address the legal 
grounds for this ‘one-shot’ and to consider its traumatic aftermath. Through its form and 
content, this paper aims to upend the very reason behind psychiatric incarceration, this 
stripping of freedom from the innocent, this involuntary drugging that for the  psychiatric 
patient can create a carceral everyday, everywhere.

Narrative Matters: Psychiatric Modes of Incarceration and Paths to 
Freedom
Richard Ingram, Simon Fraser University

Every being cries out silently to be read differently. –Simone Weil. The final contribution 
will be both a theoretical response to the first two papers on this panel and it will take 
the form of a creative-critical montage. Generated collaboratively through a correspon-
dence between Richard Ingram and Erin Soros, the work begins with the premise that 
for psychiatry, the multiple forms of incarceration – hospitals, treatment orders, drugs, 
psychiatric diagnoses – are only a means to an end. The use of force and the art of 
persuasion (“you have a mental illness; there is a genetic component; you need ongo-
ing treatment,” etc.) go hand in hand. Psychiatry coerces and persuades us to adopt 
its reading of us. It also coerces and persuades us to read psychiatric professionals as 
carers, helpers, healers, as those who know and act according to our best interests. 
What if psychiatric understandings of the mind were not care, but themselves impris-
onment? Ingram and Soros will ask each other such questions, and suggest answers, 
considering tensions and attending to crises. Instead of accepting the inevitability of the 
state’s assertion that psychiatrization is for the good of the patient, these two scholars 
will debate and imagine new possibilities for dialogue – and for life with and through oth-
ers. The form of this paper will itself demonstrate this possibility. It will be a construct, in 
that it will be carefully edited, but it will also represent an intellectual holding, an intimate 
speech, a practice of kinship and interdependent subjectivity we might imagine in lieu 
of incarceration. This will be a disabled text, not just in its content but in its form, testify-
ing to what kinds of communication are possible in a post-psychiatrized body. Together 
Ingram and Soros will perform the trouble in letting the mad free.

Panel B: Fri, Mar 2, 1:45–3:15pm
B5: ROOM 4310
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PANEL B6: PRISON/MEDIA ARCHAEOLOGY
CHAIR: Kirsten McAllister, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4955
Building a Carceral State: The Digital Prison in Canada ca. 1970
David Theodore, McGill University

“Building a Carceral State” investigates the developments in prison architecture made 
in conjunction with the major changes to Canada’s justice system undertaken after the 
Second World War. This illustrated paper takes seriously the idea that postwar judicial 
reform in Canada, the emergence of a so-called carceral state, mobilized a national 
building program. In addition, this period of tremendous penal reform coincided with the 
arrival of the digital, stored-program, electronic computer. Alongside political, sociologi-
cal, and legal considerations, then, postwar prison design and construction incorporated 
emerging computer-based information, communication, and surveillance systems. The 
Government announced the construction of some fifteen major prisons across Canada 
between 1955 and 1979. Not all of these were built; in consequence, the paper propos-
es to explore not just the characteristics of this prison architecture, but to engage criti-
cally the broader process of the commissioning, design, and construction of correctional 
institutes.

Overall, this paper contributes to Carceral Cultures by bringing to light the nature of 
carceral culture as genetically and constitutively historical, requiring historical arguments 
in addition to anthropological, judicial, and sociological frameworks. Moreover, while 
scholars have engaged the history of corrections and penal reform with issues of gen-
der, race, politics, managerialism, and penal policy, to date the material of prison life – 
penal architecture – remain understudied. Today, prisons are a growth industry in North 
America and an important site of scholarly and political controversy surrounding issues 
of social justice and human rights. The history of the digital prison in Canada is thus a 
crucial component of judicial and correctional practices; the buildings in turn constitute 
the meaning and experience of those practices. What was the role of architecture and 
computing in the recent history of Canada’s correctional system?

Incarceration as Mise en scène: Documenting Photographic Evidence 
as Fetish in Performance
Donia Mounsef, University of Alberta

Contemporary documentary theatre is fundamentally intermedial using other me-
dia to make an argument in favor of a rhetoric of visuality rather than an aesthetic of 
representation. This paper will track performative intermediality in non-fiction theatre 
dealing with prisons and incarceration, particularly the Abu Ghraib prison scandal and 
the continued incarceration of so-called enemy combatants at Guantanamo Bay. By 
focusing on the use of documentary footage and archival photography in performance, 
the paper will look at how the documentary gaze constructs evidentiary non-fiction as 
fetish. Many examples of documentary theatre’s use of visual evidence will be exam-
ined: Anna Deavere Smith’s use of black and white photographs in Fires in the Mirror 
(1991); Victoria Brittain & Gillian Slovo’s use of interview footage in GUANTANAMO 
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‘Honor Bound to Defend Freedom’ (2004); Circle X Theatre’s use of pictorial documen-
tary in the musical Bad Apples (2012) about the Abu Ghraib torture scandal, and Rimini 
Protokoll’s Situation Rooms (2014) and their “augmented-realism.” Similarly, this paper 
looks at how different types of intermediated evidence is fetishized by the documentary 
impulse in performance, focusing the attention on the modalities of perception, arguing 
along with Roland Barthes that “documentary reality never lies within the image, but 
always in the discursive field around it.” By looking at photographic sensationalism and 
sexualized torture years after Abu Ghraib’s 3000+ photographic archive made it into 
the public domain, this paper will trace neo-colonial nostalgia as it performs a fetishistic 
representation of otherness through the mise en scène of – on the one hand, soft-core 
pornographically familiar otherness, and, on the other hand, appropriates the other as 
“different”, while challenging the indexical bond and putting into question the evidentiary 
nature of the archive, creating a mal d’archive (“archive fever”), set against a backdrop 
of 21st century neo-colonial carceral violence, appropriation and domination.

Uneasy Spaces: Towards a Cultural History of Disciplinary 
Architecture in Spain
David Moriente, Autonomous University of Madrid

Correctional facilities built in Spain during the 20th century have been overlooked by 
history of architecture, and to fill that knowledge gap by examining them from a cultural 
perspective is one of the objectives of my paper proposal for the Carceral cultures con-
ference.

Under Franco’s dictatorship, the Dirección General de Prisiones (DGP, General Ad-
ministration of Prisons) was commissioned to control the huge number of prisoner pop-
ulation. Besides, this Administration supervised numerous military and religious institu-
tions (as well as companies) directly or indirectly involved in the management of punitive 
practices through inmates’ work activities. As a result, DGP’s archive kept a consider-
able amount of visual documentation which gives evidence of prisoners’ every-day life. 
Disciplinary architecture might be interpreted not only as a consequence of our post-war 
architectural heritage, but also as a strong generator of collective identities and visual 
cultures of contemporary Spain. Moreover, there was another agent involved in Fou-
cauldian anatomo-political effects: the Catholic Church became an excellent partner in 
controlling national education for all Spaniards, prisoners included. The novelty of my 
approach lies in reviewing such a controversial topic and analyzing it through combined 
methodologies in line with history of architecture and cultural history. In this sense, the 
proposal suggests a brief report of two areas: 

1) The design of the most common architectural ensemble floorplan (the old radial 
model) related to one of the most important symbols of fascist Spain, the Phalangist 
Yoke and Arrows. 

2) The depiction of inmate iconography, and above all, the artificial construction of 
the identity of prisoners, both male and female, by means of Christian discipline and 
redemption; in other words, the idealistic invention of a catholic utopia, not only within 
prison walls but nationwide. 

Finally, the proposal addresses complex issues such as the dialectic “memory/
post-memory” and “culture/history”, and it may also contribute to enhance the knowl-
edge of Spain’s recent past.

Panel B: Fri, Mar 2, 1:45–3:15pm
B6: ROOM 4955
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PANEL C1: IDENTITIES AT THE BORDER
CHAIR: Geoff Mann, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 2205
Targeting Affect: Airport Security and Protest Beyond the Muslim Ban
Shaila Bora, Villanova University

This paper examines airports’ affective dimensions as a productive site for carceral 
culture. Airport architecture and security practices are designed to capture affect, chan-
neling it down specific avenues with predetermined intensities.As one is pushed through 
the airport’s security phase affect is modulated to produce a submissive compliant 
subject, after which one is affectively relaxed to consume in airport shops. These sets of 
relations create an affective economy that is highly regulated and aims at predictability. 
The first section argues Trump’s Muslim Ban cares not about material outcome but rath-
er creates a spectacle of sovereign power. Detention-as-spectacle polices the problem 
its enactment creates; the ‘reality’ of the flood of dangerous immigrants into the nation 
is sustained and recreated through practices of detention, which legitimates the neces-
sity for sovereign control over border spaces. Additionally individuals are socially sorted 
ensuring they are not the final arbiters of their identity, mobility or belonging. Security 
procedures target involuntary affective expressions, which they assert can betray what 
an individual attempts to conceal. Thus security agents can “know” the future intentions 
of individuals through reading slight bodily changes. Trump’s Muslim Ban merely intensi-
fies the affective circulations already present in the airport without changing them sig-
nificantly. In the second section I argue protests of the Muslim Ban briefly ruptured the 
predictable timing, pace and correlated affective circulations that structure the physical 
and emotional space of the airport. However, the protests only challenged the Ban rath-
er than attacking the implicit, deeply entrenched carceral logics that structure ordinary 
airport security practices. Consequently I conclude by targeting the surface effect of the 
Muslim Ban, we missed an opportunity to unfold the airport’s always already carceral 
security practices and the affects that normalize and sustain these practices.

Carceral-izing the Airport: Controlling Flows through
Biometric Technologies
Constantie Gidaris, McMaster University

With the recent rise of terrorism in the Global North, governments, law enforcement, 
and intelligence agencies have turned to surveillance technologies as a means of pre-
venting, combatting and policing terrorism. Closed-circuit television, dataveillance, and 
biometric technologies are now common forms of surveillance that permeate the every-
day spaces of public and private life, constituting a form of mass surveillance, which, in 
some ways, operationalizes and conceals processes of racialization. Yet, as Torin Mo-
nahan observes, emerging surveillance technologies and screening systems “have had 
very little success in stopping attempted terrorism since 9/11” (289).What has emerged 
instead, specifically in the hyper-securitized space of the airport, is a pseudoscientific 

PANEL C: Friday, March 2, 3:30–5:00pm
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(re)production of racial, ethnic and religious differences using biometric technologies. 
Simone Browne argues that biometric technologies privilege whiteness as normative 
and race-less, thereby doing “the work of alienating the subject by producing a truth 
about the racial body and one’s identity…despite the subject’s claims” (110). Tied to this 
form of alienation are not only processes of racialization that deploy a logic in which re-
ligion is raced (Garner and Selod 13), but also processes of presumption that invariably 
identify racialized bodies, and those of Muslims in particular, as impending terror threats 
to the ontological security of whiteness.The use of biometric technologies at airports as 
a way of detecting potential criminality through the computational analyses of physical 
characteristics, exacerbates pseudoscientific differences in race, ethnicity and religion. 
In so doing, these technologies signal a radical and racialized pre-emptive shift in po-
licing and security, where “[g]overnments and state agencies no longer just respond to 
crimes, instead they try to pre-empt them by identifying and neutralizing risks before 
threats to security can be realized” (Hayes 169). How then might we re-conceptualize 
the space of the airport as a carceral institution, which dispenses with traditional legal 
proceedings in sorting and “singling out people on the basis of crimes that they have not 
yet committed – and might never commit” (Haggerty 240)?

Cultures of Conservatism in Korean Adoptee Anti-Deportation 
Discourses
Jenny Heijun Wills, University of Winnipeg

In 2012, Phillip Clay was arrested and deported from the United States to South Korea, 
the country of his birth. Transnationally and transracially adopted at the age of eight, 
Clay’s adoptive parents failed to apply for American citizenship for their child and thus 
he became vulnerable to the U.S.’s criminal “justice” system and its penalties. Clay lived 
in Korea for five years, struggling because he did not speak the language, did not know 
anyone there, and did not have resources to help him with his addiction and mental 
illness. An article in The New York Times summarized the situation with the headline: 
“Deportation a ‘Death Sentence’ to Adoptees After a Lifetime in the U.S.” In 2017, Phillip 
Clay’s ashes were returned to Philadelphia following his suicide in Seoul. This presenta-
tion analyzes the ways that Korean Adoptee social media spaces, literature, and com-
munity activism have addressed the deportation crisis, with efforts that include forming 
online support groups, the creation of poetry and non-fiction honouring Clay and other 
adoptee deportees, and the hard work undertaken by the Adoptee Rights Campaign 
which has been leading the charge on parliament, pushing for the Adoptee Citizen Act 
to be better constituted and practiced. I argue that these movements, while radical in 
their efforts, are couched in a conservative ethos that seeks exceptionalism from, as op-
posed to deconstruction of, the American judicial system. I ponder: how can transnation-
al Korean adoptee communities disrupt the white supremacist and nationalist ethe that 
already damage us in countless ways, while still challenging the crises of incarceration 
and deportation that have deadly results?

Panel C: Fri, Mar 2, 3:30–5:00pm
C1: ROOM 2205



47

PANEL C2 (WORKSHOP):
WORKING AND TEACHING WITHIN THE FRAME

OF THE ANTI-CARCERAL FEMINISM
CHAIR: Gillian Balfour, Trent University

ROOM 4390
Gillian Balfour, Trent University 
Patricia Barkaskas, University of British Columbia 
Erica Meiners, Northeastern Illinois University 
Debra Parkes, University of British Columbia

Globally, a growing number of small, often ad hoc, organizations, collectives, and 
groups are trying to build other models of community, to reclaim or redefine community 
safety, and to carve out possibilities for responding to harm and sexual violence that do 
not involve the police or imprisonment. This workshop will focus on the challenges that 
confront feminist activism, research, and teaching in the U.S. and Canadian contexts, 
with specific attention to strategies for strengthening an anti-carceral feminism inside 
and outside the academy. With the aim of articulating, documenting and critiquing al-
ternatives to criminalization and incarceration, we engage with a series of intersecting 
questions that tackle difficult topics that can function to fragment feminist political orga-
nizing, research, and teaching. First, how are communities engaging alternative re-
sponses to sexual violence outside of the logic and practice of criminalization? Second, 
how can a feminist, prison abolitionist ethic inform the work of lawyering with criminal-
ized and incarcerated people? Third, how can anti-carceral feminism disrupt narratives 
of criminalization, marginalization, and pathologization of Indigenous peoples to support 
the decolonizing of university pedagogies in spaces of law and criminology? Finally, 
class warfare is seldom named in feminist analyses of penal expansion; yet prison 
labour is key to the legitimation of imprisonment. How can anti-carceral feminism en-
gage with a critical analysis of the work of punishment, performed by trade unions inside 
prisons?
Workshop facilitators will each offer 10-12 minute opening presentations that raise 
these core and interrelated questions about this political moment in the US and Can-
ada. Participants will then have the opportunity for structured small group discussion 
with a wider report back and Q & A. This workshop will enable participants to consider 
how feminist academics and activists are connected to wider movement-organizing and 
politics in a manner that recognizes the need to subvert the prison nation. Participants 
in this workshop will identify new fault lines, such as university classrooms, courtrooms, 
trade unions, and sex offender registries, as difficult areas of strategic allegiances that 
are central in this political moment of penal growth and intensification.
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PANEL C3: CARCERAL GEOGRAPHIES
CHAIR: Michael Ma, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

ROOM 4350
Judicial Territories: Spatial Conditions of Release, and the
Management of Marginalized People
Nicholas Blomley, Simon Fraser University

Canadian criminal courts rely heavily on personalized spatial restrictions when releasing 
people on bail and probation. Also known as ‘red zones’, these conditional orders have 
a significant impact on marginalized people, yet have not received the attention they de-
serve among scholars or policy-makers. Drawing from a larger cross-Canadian project, 
we focus here on their use in Vancouver - particularly the Downtown Eastside. Drawing 
from current arguments within legal geography, we conceptualize these court orders as 
forms of territorialization, that is as spatiotemporal configurations strategically enacted 
in order to regulate people and social and political relationships. Territories, however, 
are not absolutely imposed on marginalized people. They  are resisted and subject to in-
terpretation and negotiation through everyday space/time practices and interactions with 
the police and legal actors.

Coercion, Control, Displacement: Austin and the Politics of 
Racialized Space
Stephanie Webb, Consultant, Decipher City LLC; Jamie DeAngelo, City of 
Fort Worth

Austin and its greater metro area have experienced significant economic growth and 
double-digit growth in population over the last ten years.  At the center of local conver-
sations about how to manage growth is the revision of the land use code, a project to 
essentially rezone the entire city while implementing new landscape, utility, and trans-
portation design standards. The desired effect of these changes, city officials hope, will 
be higher densities and more mixed-use and walkable environments. However, these 
changes come with tradeoffs and will drastically affect the character of existing neigh-
borhoods. While some protections have been made for historically white residential 
neighborhoods such as Hyde Park, East Austin, the city’s historically black neighbor-
hood and the area most affected by skyrocketing land prices and speculative develop-
ment, has had little protection and little input into the process. 
	 As East Austin rapidly gentrifies in real time and its historical residents are priced out, 
locals implore the city to hear their voices and concerns. Our paper documents the time-
line and some of the conversations around this massive policy change--both the voices 
that protest it and those that promote it. We explore the actions of local anti-gentrifica-
tion groups (ATX Environmental Justice, Defend our Hoodz, Poder, the Austin Justice 
Coalition, and Black Lives Matter) and the issues they’ve brought to the fore; we also 
documents attempts by the city (some considered too little, too late by local activists) 
to address feelings of anger and exclusion, such as the Racial Task Force conveyed by 
Mayor Adler to assess the social and economic impacts the new land use code.  Our 
hope is that by capturing this conversation in Austin in real time, we will provide a record 
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for other Sunbelt cities that struggle with the effects of explosive growth on historically 
segregated and marginalized communities.

Access without Fear as anti-Carceral Politics: Towards a Sanctuary 
City “from Below”
Fiona Jeffries, Ottawa Sanctuary City Network

For the past couple of years the Ottawa Sanctuary City Network (OSN) has been or-
ganizing around trying to get the national capital declared a Sanctuary City. In the US 
and Canada, Sanctuary City movements have been one strategy among a number of 
initiatives that aim to curtail police power and limit the reach of carceral state practices. 
In the case of Ottawa, two events in particular galvanized energy around the campaign. 
First, the 2015 police raids on several Ottawa-area massage parlors, which resulted in 
the deportation of at least 15 women who were detained in the raids. Second, the elec-
tion of Donald Trump whose explicitly racist and xenophobic election platform included 
a promise to extinguish Sanctuary City programs. In the wake of Trump’s election the 
OSN launched an intense campaign to urge city council to declare the city a Sanctuary, 
as Toronto and Vancouver have done, and to commit to protecting those living in the city 
with precarious migration status. A majority of the city’s elected officials rejected the pro-
posal, citing a grab bag of reasons, from jurisdictional to moral to conomic. In the wake 
of this decision, the OSN turned its attention to organizing what we call a “Sanctuary 
City from below”. At the centre of this organizing is the movement demand for “access 
without fear”, which means that everyone living in the city, regardless of migration sta-
tus, can access to city services without fear of deportation. In this paper, I will theorize 
this struggle in the context of global anti-carceral politics, emphasizing the two core 
contributions of this campaign: a focus on unconditional access to the means of social 
reproduction and defanging the growing surveillance, profiling, and deportation powers 
of the police.

Sanctuary Toronto: Municipal Authority, Policing, and Residents with 
Precarious Legal Status
Philip Kuligowski Chan, University of Toronto

United States President Donald Trump’s public rebuke of the country’s more than 400 
‘sanctuary cities’ has reignited the debate within Canada around what role cities play 
for residents with precarious legal status. Across North America, the term ‘sanctuary 
city’ has no precise legal definition, but is colloquially used to describe cities that do not 
use their human or financial resources to help with federal immigration enforcement, 
and prohibit city staff from asking about legal status when providing services (Ridg-
ley, 2008). While Canadian cities have introduced such policies with considerably less 
federal contestation, in Toronto, the Toronto Police Service (TPS) – an actor partially 
empowered through municipal authority – refuses to comply with the City’s sanctuary 
city policy (Deshman, 2009). For example, in 2014 and 2015, the TPS accounted for 
31% of all calls made by law enforcement agencies to Canada Border Services Agency, 
more than any other law enforcement agency in Canada – including the country’s fed-
eral police, the RCMP (No One Is Illegal-Toronto, 2015). Scholars working at the inter-
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face of citizenship, urban policy, and legal studies emphasize how the policing of legal 
status in cities further marginalize those who do not enjoy the same rights and protec-
tions commonly attached to citizenship (Bhuyan & Smith-Carrier, 2012; Cowen, 2005; 
Siemiatycki, 2015). This disproportionately affects those with precarious legal status, 
who generally reside in Canada’s major urban centres (Hudson et al., 2017). Since the 
events that occurred on September 11, 2001, the tensions between federal immigration 
enforcement and local policing has manifested most prominently in what Sparke (2006) 
calls the ‘neoliberal nexus’ of surveillance and policing techniques, augmented by social 
and economic practices of exclusion. As a result, challenging traditional nation-state 
conceptions of citizenship through these lenses of local citizenship, legal status, and 
exclusion underscore new ways to analyze the city as an important political space of 
analysis (Varsanyi, 2006). This essay focuses specifically on the City of Toronto and 
“Access T.O.”, a policy which allows Torontonians to access most city services without 
providing proof of legal status. By examining how and the Toronto Police Service fails 
to comply with the City of Toronto’s sanctuary city policies, this essay begins to under-
stand the inter-jurisdictional and governance challenges between the City and the TPS, 
and how both of these municipal actors exercise their authority within competing juris-
dictional spheres. This essay uses theories of ‘jurisdiction’ and ‘citizenship’ to provide 
context about the deeply embedded notions of how nation-state citizenship constrains 
the individual, as well as the implications of working within such a framework in the 
ongoing discussions of not only who is a ‘citizen’, but also how access to the city and its 
basic, yet fundamental services is impacted by legal status. This essay seeks to answer 
the following questions: 

(1) Does the City have the authority to require the TPS to comply with its municipal 
sanctuary city
policy, given the TPS’ legal requirements under federal and provincial statutes to en-
force legal status? 
(2) What are the implications of sanctuary city policies in reconstituting an individu-
al-focused form of citizenship?

Panel C: Fri, Mar 2, 3:30–5:00pm
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PANEL C4: #BLACKLIVESMATTER
CHAIR: TBA
ROOM 4320

From Slavery to Incarceration: The Ongoing Exploitation of African 
American Labour
Krystal Batelaan, York University

The mass incarceration of African Americans has served as a means to justify the 
exploitation of Black labour in the United States. Following the abolition of slavery, the 
loss of slave labour devastated the plantation owners and the southern economy as a 
whole. Therefore, a new means of extracting free labour from African Americans was 
considered necessary for capital; prison labour (Davis, 1998). Through the enactment of 
Black Codes and Pig Laws, African Americans were criminalized for trivial offences and 
imputed with charges which carried no prison sentence for whites. The enactment of the 
Thirteenth amendment sought to abolish slavery in its traditional sense, but allowed for 
its perpetuation in other forms by legalizing the enslavement and exploitation of people 
as punishment for a crime; this clause was immediately exploited, and African Ameri-
cans were arrested in mass for extremely minor crimes (13th, 2016).Through policies 
like the War on Drugs, African Americans have been constructed and then perceived as 
better suited for low-wage, unskilled, physical labour; a function of capital to create and 
maintain what Marx refers to as industrial reserve army or surplus population. Through 
this system of surplus labour, it is necessary for the capitalist to keep this reserve within 
vulnerable and impoverished conditions to ensure the continued supply of labour. This 
necessity is reflected in the way that laws and policies deliberately target and criminalize 
African Americans as well as force them into precarious work. Furthermore, the dete-
rioration of public education, including prioritizing discipline and security over learning 
in public schools located in poor communities, is directly related to the prison ‘solution’ 
(Davis &Cunneen, 2000). Using a Marxist analysis, I examine the shift from chattel slav-
ery to convict leasing and debt peonage to trace the continued exploitation of African 
American labour in the global economy today.

Meditations in Black: The Politics of Resistance and the Struggle to... 
Be... Free...
Delia D. Douglas, Independent Scholar

“Blackness marks a social relationship of dominance and abjection and potentially one 
of redress and emancipation; it is a contested figure at the very center of social strug-
gle” (Saidiyah Hartmann, 1997, p. 56-57) Over the past year professional black athletes 
protests against anti black state violence have gained momentum. In the days following 
the fatal police shootings of Philando Castile (PC) and Alton Sterling (AS), players on 
the Minnesota Lynx wore black warm up shirts with “Change starts with us. Justice & 
accountability,” on the front, while the back showed the names of AS and PC, the Dallas 
Police Department’s symbol and the statement Black Lives Matter. Similarly, a multira-
cial contingent from the Phoenix Mercury, New York Liberty, and Indiana Fever subse-
quently wore Adidas tshirts, the WNBA’s official brand, displaying #BlackLives Matter 
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and #Dallas5 (referring to the five officers killed by a gunman) on the front. The WNBA, 
a league comprised largely of black players, fined the teams and individual players, 
ostensibly for violating the league’s uniform policy; the fines were later rescinded. NFL 
players’ recent decision to kneel during the national anthem to protest police violence 
prompted US President Donald Trump to urged NFL owners to fire any player, saying 
he would like to hear a team owner say “Get that son of a bitch off the field right now. 
Out! He’s fired. He’s fired!’” (Graham, 2017, ¶ 2). At a recent meeting between NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell and the NFL owners Texans owner Bob McNair said of the 
protesting players “we can’t have inmates running the prison” (Jones, 2017, ¶ 2). Bear-
ing in mind that white supremacist logic fashioned a link between the legibility of black 
bodies and a racial being, wherein the identification of the black body as aberrant was 
consistent with the notion that one’s behaviour and habits were also characteristic of 
these racial distinctions, I consider how sport is implicated in the carceral logistics and 
structures of the US settler nation state. As a key site where discourses about the body, 
physicality, sex-gender, sexuality and race come together in complex and contradictory 
ways, I consider how the visual and visible realm of professional sport makes it a crucial 
site in the current carcel expansion of contemporary culture. In the context of the on-
going struggle for emancipation, characterized by Saidiya Hartman (2007, p. 6) as the 
“afterlife of slavery,” I incorporate these examples of black activism by WNBA and NFL 
players to consider how sport is at once a site of captivity, containment, and resistance. 
That is, the visibility and success of black athletes in certain activities demonstrates 
the spacialization of blackness, constituting a geography in and through which black 
athletes can reimagine, reconfigure and express black engendered subjectivity and 
embodied freedom. Sport is also a realm where athletic success  reinforces a legacy 
of beliefs that simultaneously constructed Blacks as inhuman and physically incompa-
rable, and thus suited to a life of labour and subjugation; it is a realm where challenges 
to anti-black racism and white racial power are met with fines and the threat of incar-
ceration. I argue that the athletes’ insistence on their humanness gestures towards the 
recuperation of black corporeality and interiority that involves challenging the imagined 
and material spatial practices and arrangements of anti-blackness.

Panel C: Fri, Mar 2, 3:30–5:00pm
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PANEL C5: DISPOSSESSION: PARTICIPATORY STRATEGIES 
OF CRITIQUE

CHAIR: Dara Culhane, Simon Fraser University
ROOM 4310

Between Dadaab Camp and York University: Altering Pedagogies 
Without/Within the Carceral
Kerry Doyle, York University; and
“Carceral Networks in City of Thorns.”
Marie-Christine Leps, York University

This presentation consists of two interconnected, twenty-minute papers (with video, 
photographs, maps) exploring both the carceral culture of Dadaab and two interven-
tions working to elaborate practices of freedom: Ben Rawlence’s non-fiction book City 
of Thorns: Nine Lives in the World’s Largest Refugee Camp (2016), and its collective, 
online critique by students from the camps and from York University. Established in 
1992 as temporary refuge for 90,000 Somalis fleeing civil war, Dadaab’s population now 
reaches 500,000 and includes people escaping Sudan, Ethiopia, Rwanda, and Kenya 
– people clamouring for admission into this desert open-air prison. York University and 
the University of British Columbia, in conjunction with Kenyatta and Moi Universities, as 
well as UNHCR and the Windle Trust, have established Borderless Higher Education 
for Refugees (BHER) to provide Dadaab refugees the opportunity to pursue certificates 
and degrees. Our work presents and theorizes this kind of intervention. Focusing on 
strategies of representation and alteration, our presentation analyzes the narrative tac-
tics through which Rawlence’s text personalizes suffering (by focusing on the everyday 
life of particular refugees) and simultaneously de-individualizes it (by tracing the forces 
that make individuals the vehicles and effects of transnational institutions and power 
relations). While life is fostered in exact measures of food, healthcare, and education, 
death and fear of death affect every aspect of living in the camp. City of Thorns works to 
make the reader know bio- and thanato-politics differently, empathetically. Similar tactics 
are deployed in our course, in which students on both continents engage each other in 
analyzing world literary texts on war: City of Thorns, WWI and African war poetry, and 
Ondaatje’s Anil’s Ghost (Sri Lankan war). Their fragmentary posts, writing assignments, 
and exchanges engender a space predicated on their voices in dialogic relation – a 
space of critique and alteration that worlds the carceral and practices freedom.

Disrupting Aura: Against Carceral Logics in the University
Arun Jacob, McMaster University

At McMaster University, pedagogy brushes up against the carceral in auratic ways. 
Since 2016, the Institute for Leadership, Innovation, and Excellence in Teaching has 
been named after Paul R. MacPherson, the CEO of Valcom Manufacturing Group Inc. 
and the co-inventor1 of a coded whip antenna for drone and other surveillance technol-
ogies. While the MacPherson Institute has a physical geography on campus, it also has 
its own location on Google maps, a website, and a blog. Our project asks how the neo-
liberal carceral logics emerge as auratic through the ways in which spaces are named 
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and resulting hegemonic legacies are circulated and retraced across digital platforms. 
We find MacIntyre et al.’s recalibration of aura a necessary turn for articulating spatial 
experience, especially for “analyzing media experiences” (37). Extending from work on 
the embodied reach of the carceral (Garland 1990; Moran 2016), our paper makes a 
distinctive contribution in its explicit consideration of the auratic nature of this extend-
ed reach; the way it is entangled with those who embody the carceral state and those 
whose bodies have historically been surveilled, policed, and held in social captivity. We 
are most concerned with how these latter bodies navigate, negotiate, and subvert spac-
es, wherein the built and maintained aura which surrounds their experiences extends 
from the carceral state. Continuing on this line, we open up a discussion – following 
Capper and Litwack’s exploration of community art as a distinct form of counter-surveil-
lance (2016) – about artistic visual and digital space-making specifically. In doing so, we 
address printable community/campus art posters2 which imply resistance to the trou-
bling alignment between institutional memorialization and the carceral system (Harney 
and Moten 2013) yet demand “the interface between stranger and intimate, home and 
community” (Capper and Litwack 16).

Panel C: Fri, Mar 2, 3:30–5:00pm
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PANEL C6: SONIC INCARCERATION
CHAIR: Milena Droumeva, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4955
Shadowing Cheryl L’Hirondelle, witnessing Why the Caged Bird Sings
Ayumi Goto, Simon Fraser University

In this presentation I wish to discuss Cree singer/songwriter and multimedia artist, Cher-
yl L’Hirondelle’s project, Why the Caged Bird Sings. Since 2008, Cheryl has been travel-
ling between different correctional institutions to work with incarcerated women and men 
on a collaborative project to jointly compose, perform, and record songs. Within a five-
day period, participants co-create songs that are sound recorded and, with collective 
permission, sold (L’Hirondelle, 2015). Between July 15 and August 15, 2013, Cheryl was 
part of an artist residency called “Reconsidering Reconciliation” at Thompson Rivers 
University in Kamloops, Traditional Secwepemc Territories. During this residency, Cheryl 
brought together women artists, curators, and intellectuals to create a video of the song, 
“Here I Am (Bless My Mouth)”, which had been co-composed by women incarcerated at 
the Okimaw Ohci Healing Lodge, their literacy teacher, and Cheryl (L’Hirondelle, 2013). 
Cheryl invited women attending or passing through the Reconsidering Reconciliation 
residency to participate in a sound and video recording of the song and to stand in for 
the women who had written it. As one of the women participating in this process, I wish 
to share what it was like to be invited in and to witness this multi-spatial, multi-institution-
al artistic project. I will discuss Cheryl’s ethical aesthetical practice of ‘radical inclusivity’ 
and how she enacts it to draw in those who are often overlooked. I will also discuss the 
social and artistic connections that were made between those who were incarcerated 
and those in the residency, and the uncanny parallels of being in institutionalized spac-
es. Lastly I will reflect upon the role of being the witness, both as a fellow artist practi-
tioner and as someone coincidentally passing through.

Prisons of Note: Sounding Contemporary Carceral Cultures
Áine Mangaoang

In 2010, the world’s “most luxurious,”i or rather, “radically humane”ii prison opened in 
the quiet Norwegian town, Halden. To welcome new incoming offenders, Halden prison 
staff choir recorded a cover of USA for Africa’s 1985 power-ballad “We Are the World.”iii 
Together with a new music video, Halden’s performance showcases at once the prison’s 
state-of-the-art recording studio, and the choir’s harmonious humour, while debuting 
Halden’s record label, Criminal Records. The same year, another prison music video 
emerged from the Philippines; this time, featuring over 1,000 orange-jumpsuit-clad in-
mates from the Cebu Provincial Rehabilitation and Detention Centre (CPDRC) dancing 
in unison to Michael Jackson’s single “They Don’t Care About Us” (1996).iv The inter-
net popularity of these so-called Dancing Inmates led to CPDRC becoming a bona-fide 
tourist destination, as foreign tourists flocked to the see the monthly live shows. Music 
– specifically the compositions of Michael Jackson – connects these two seemingly 
disparate prisons. My paper traces how music is used and experienced in contemporary 
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carceral cultures, presenting initial findings from the Prisons of Note project. Drawing 
from ethnographic fieldwork in Filipino and Norwegian prisons, alongside close read-
ings of prison music and audiovisual outputs, I detail how music works to bridge the gap 
between citizens and prisoners. I argue that music is an overlooked agent in contempo-
rary prison politics – a complex, multifaceted constituent in today’s penal rehabilitation, 
discipline, power, and punishment.

Panel C: Fri, Mar 2, 3:30–5:00pm
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PANEL D1: LITERARY ESCAPES
CHAIR: Clint Burnham, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 2205
Prison Autobiography and the Penal Press: Critiquing Canada
Laura Osgood, Simon Fraser University

Inside Out (1995) by James Tyman and Stolen Life: The Journey of a Cree Woman 
(1999) by Yvonne Johnson and Ruby Wiebe are memoirs by Indigenous writers, sen-
tenced to prison in Canada. Though the memoirs were written in prison, both focus on 
the writers’ lives leading up to incarceration, rather than their period within the Canadian 
prison system – contrary to many of the shorter publication emerging from the penal 
press. Publications from the penal press – written by prisoners, for prisoners, such 
as Out of Bounds from the William Head Institution in Victoria – contain opinions and 
articles on the correctional system, alongside advertisements, poetry, and stories. What 
unites both types of publication, however, is a call for change in social conditions: the 
penal press from within the prison system, and the memoirs from the outside. As forms 
of communication, they link communities together, and link the self to communities. 
They also function as a form of protest and resistance both within the restrictive envi-
ronment of the prison and in wider society. They turn an investigative lens onto Cana-
da and Correctional Services Canada, uncovering potentially criminal acts – the penal 
press through recording the prisoners’ daily lives, and the memoirs through investigating 
the writers’ lives. Using Michel Foucault’s Discipline and Punish, this paper analyses 
the role of institutions in society that resemble the prison in their enactment of social 
control. I argue that the penal press’ writings and the memoirs together form a potent 
documentation of imprisonment from outside the prison to the inside. In particular, using 
Discipline and Punish and a selection of Canadian prison presses as a base, I will argue 
that Stolen Life and Inside Out are extensions of the penal press, resisting the control of 
prisons and Canadian society through communication, and investigating Canada’s racist 
– even criminal – treatment of Indigenous people.

Find freedom in the context you inherit
Margot Butler, University of British Columbia

“Find freedom in the context you inherit” is a quote from Stó:lō feminist writer and ac-
tivist Lee Maracle. In 2015-16, students, faculty (including Lee), staff and volunteers at 
Hum (Humanities 101 Community Programme) thought through this powerful exhorta-
tion for a year, with our own situated knowledges and 25 academic disciplines. It’s also 
the title of the book we made together. Students involved with Hum’s four free, dedicat-
ed courses are residents of Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside (DTES) and nearby areas 
(unceded Coast Salish territory). The DTES is heavily researched by universities, with 
70+ currently active research projects, 600+ academic essays/theses/dissertations, 
countless books and scores of academic careers emanating from just one of the local 
universities and it is depended upon by many others. One informed voice may echo the 
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sentiment of a community in this tagline graffitied at the corner of Hastings and Gore: 
“Homelessness is a political environment resulting from government sellout and foreign 
invasion.” Researchers and research funding bodies attract themselves to this area via 
perceived ‘research efficiencies’ (the amount of useful research obtained per unit cost) 
which manifest a “damage-centered approach” (Tuck) that facilitates ongoing coloniza-
tion (i.e. resource extraction) through research. Low income DTES communities ‘host’ 
thousands of uninvited guests from universities’ ‘community engagement’ movements 
each year, any of whom may see this writing; this relationship is not reciprocal, howev-
er, with residents excluded from universities’ mainstream spaces and resources. In this 
paper, I will describe some of the practices made by people at Hum to find freedom in 
these contexts, including informed consent, confidentiality, learning about research sub-
jects’ rights, the influences of OCAP and the TRC’s 94 Calls to Action, informed prac-
tices of representation and self-representation, and responsive, ongoing ‘no carrots, no 
sticks’ practices to support participants’ material and learning desires.

Creative Escape: Unlocking Carceral Logics through Prison Writing
Nancy Van Styvendale, University of Alberta

This paper analyzes how Indigenous men incarcerated at the Saskatoon Correctional 
Centre (SCC) deploy creative writing to communicate with each other, build communi-
ty, and advance an anti-colonial critique of the penal system. As a literary scholar and 
coordinator of the creative writing program at SCC, I analyze the function and impact of 
Creative Escape, an annual self-publication of writing by incarcerated men, now in its 
seventh year, which one man describes as a “messaging system to all of my brothers” 
(Wuttunee). I provide close readings of select poetry and creative non-fiction, as well 
as discussing comments from men involved in the publication, to illustrate the ways in 
which, through their creative work, the men communicate with each other across insti-
tutional barriers; advance an anti-colonial critique of the system; and engage an outside 
readership in this critique. As settler colonial institutions of segregation and punishment, 
jails actively suppress community and solidarity, naturalizing the colonial mechanics of 
divide and conquer. As one writer in Creative Escape observes of these carceral logics, 
“This puzzle ain’t much a puzzle at all / Just a modern day Residential School” (Morin). 
On a continuum with past policies that divided Indigenous families and prohibited In-
digenous gatherings and political organizing, recent provincial policy changes disallow 
inmates from sending letters to inmates at other institutions, underscoring the paternal-
ism, surveillance, and censorship of the penal system. I situate my analysis in the con-
text of existing scholarship on prison writing (Davies, Haslam, Rymhs) to illustrate how, 
despite or perhaps because of the prohibition on inmate communication, Indigenous 
men deploy creative writing as a strategy for building solidarity in a context that permits 
creative expression as a mode of “rehabilitation,” while overlooking its more radical pos-
sibilities.

Panel D: Sat, Mar 3, 9:00–10:30am
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Playing in the Third Space: Multiple Literacies within Canadian 
Prison Settings
Liz Fulton Lyne, Norquest College; Allison Sivak, University of Alberta

Much of the research published on literacies within correctional institutions emphasizes 
aspects of education, bibliotherapy, and literacy leading to rehabilitation and change for 
those incarcerated. Literacy programs have been approved or discontinued on the basis 
of perceptions of those programs’ contributions towards reduced recidivism rates. While 
promoting rehabilitation and reducing recidivism are the ultimate goal of most, if not all, 
prison literacy programs, it is worth examining the multiple experiences of individuals 
who participate in sponsored literacy activities while they are incarcerated, and the less 
apparent value of informal literacy programs in the lives of the incarcerated. While many 
incarcerated individuals have the desire or need to pursue formal education through 
face-to-face or distance courses, our presentation makes the case that formal class-
room work and credit courses should be complemented by informal sponsored activities 
that focus additionally on leisure and play (Hunt, personal communication, March 8, 
2015). We highlight the value of a network of literacy services, so-called “third spaces” 
(Wilson, 2000) that enable literacy to be practiced in various ways, any of them appro-
priate. While many have described literacy as “an act of creative resistance” (Jacobi); 
we suggest that literacy can also serve a social purpose, an experimental purpose, and 
a playful purpose, any of which may serve as a small experience of well-being in the 
context of a prison.

This paper will touch on several literacy programs offered by a volunteer group in 
Edmonton, to two different prisons that employs multimodal literacies, such as reading 
(text and image), writing, and listening to podcasts to discuss elements of play within 
these settings.

Panel D: Sat, Mar 3, 9:00–10:30am
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PANEL D2: TECHNOLOGIES OF CONTAINMENT: DIGITAL
HYGIENE, WHITE NOISE, AND NANO-PRISONS

CHAIR: Jenny Burman, McGill University
ROOM 4390

Pro-Straining Ashley Smith: Youth Incarceration and Mobile 
Nano-prisons
Jenny Burman, McGill University

This paper looks at the latest generation of prison-geared restraint technologies, spe-
cifically the Pro-Straint Chair, manufactured by the Washington-based company Aedec. 
The Pro-Straint was one of the nano-prisons that guards used to contain the disorderly 
body of teenaged Ashley Smith, who died by guard-assisted suicide (later ruled homi-
cide) in a Kitchener facility. I use “nano-prison” here to indicate the smallest full-body 
restraint technology available, which takes the form of a chair that can be wheeled 
(by guards) from site to site, leaving only the prisoner’s mouth mobile (hence the spit-
guards often used by prison staff). The Pro-Straint is marketed to prisons as a cost-sav-
ing technology, reducing security costs and the need for “personal safety rooms”, but 
it is also a mechanism for the incremental intensification of biopower – in the name of 
prisoner protection. This logic – the stripping of a subject’s agency is justified by the 
forecasting of excessive or unruly agency (aka the use of violence to prevent violence) 
– enables the deployment of such technologies on vulnerable groups like youth or peo-
ple with mental illness. I look at the extent to which the inquest and subsequent reports 
address extreme bodily confinement, and I place my concerns about Ashley Smith and 
the Pro-Straint in conversation with theories of the carceral state, the criminalization of 
mental illness, and paranoid empire (McClintock 2009).

The Security of Silence: On White Noise and the Militarization 
of Comfort
Jasmine Rault, University of Toronto

The history of white noise is the sonic history of technological modernity: a sound both 
reviled as an irritating and distracting byproduct of the electronic age; eventually inten-
tionally generated as a treatment against that irritation; weaponized as a torture tech-
nique (most notably used by the CIA and US military prisons/detention centers like Abu 
Ghraib and Guantanamo Bay); and simultaneously embraced as a high-end biopolitical 
technology for self-care. Shortly after its discovery as an irritant in 1943, engineers 
were designing white noise generators to transform that distracting din into the soothing 
sound of modern labour, leisure and domesticity. As electronic technologies became 
increasingly integrated into working, domestic and leisure spaces, white noise machines 
came to scramble and repurpose the frequencies of these ubiquitous technologies into 
a comforting mashup that sounds like silence. This dense sound of silence was a cen-
tral technology in the CIA-funded “special interrogation” and “menticide” experiments on 
sensory deprivation, designed and carried out in Montreal by McGill psychology profes-
sor Donald Hebb starting in 1951 (McCoy 2007), and determined to be an illegal form 
of torture in the 1960s. The afterlife of Hebb’s experiments have been long and brutal, 
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with white noise, sensory deprivation and “white torture” revealed as central interroga-
tion tactics employed in US military prisons and detention centers starting in the early 
2000s. At around the same time, the Bose company trademarked a new technology for 
sound-canceling earphones, called QuietComfort, whereby ambient sound is met and 
‘canceled’ by varying frequencies of white noise. These earphones are marketed to the 
internationally mobile ‘business class,’ promising what Mack Hagood calls “essential 
gear for the mobile rational actor of the global market” (574) – soundscaping comfort for 
the neoliberal subject. The story of white noise offers one of the many ways into what 
Cynthia Enloe calls the “militarization of security” (2007) and what I am considering the 
micropolitical affective militarization of comfort.

Against Digital Hygiene: Linking and Delinking Discourses of 
Cleanliness & Safety from Colonial Discipline to Digital Punishment
T.L. Cowan, University of Toronto

This presentation brings together two convergences in order to critically inhabit the 
situation in which, to paraphrase Wendy Hui Kyong Chun, we cannot be vulnerable in 
public or online without the threat of being attacked (2016, 158). First, I consider what 
Anne Balsamo has characterized as “the contemporary cultural conjecture in which the 
body and technology are co-joined in a literal sense, where machines assume organic 
functions and the body is materially redesigned through the use of new technologies 
of corporeality” (1995, 215). Second, I propose that this moment of technocultural em-
bodiment is an instance in which the study of today’s digital culture offers us the op-
portunity to observe the long history of a particular configuration of power: namely, the 
convergent discourses of personal hygiene and personal and public safety. I argue that 
“digital hygiene” is promoted as a monitoring practice that is at once meant to keep you 
and your computer clean and safe – self-protection against both malware viruses and 
human trolls. I trace the ways that hygiene protocols have been enacted as oppressive 
regimes through colonial, racist, classist and homophobic surveillance and regulation, 
and the ways that personal safety has been used as a disciplinary mechanism to control 
those most vulnerable to attack – women and other feminized populations, and Indige-
nous and Black youth and other negatively racialized populations. I conclude by arguing 
that – like earlier technocultural formations – in digital culture we are blamed for the 
misfortune or violence we experience online. If we fail to practice all the enforced forms 
of digital hygiene (i.e.; of health and safety) and we get “infected” with viruses or at-
tacked by identity-thieving or rape-and-death-threatening trolls, our punishment for risky 
behaviour is deserved. Thus, with the convergence of our computers and our bodies we 
find ourselves contained by the dovetailing regulatory logics of digital public health and 
safety.

Process and Becoming: Spatiality and Carceral Identities
Marsha Rampersaud, Queen’s University

Carceral logic deeply rooted in prisons gives rise to a process of transformation where-
by citizens become inmates. Multiple mechanisms work together to complete this trans-
formation (Foucault 1977), and once complete, the transformation is all encompassing, 
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subsuming the individual that existed prior to coming into conflict with the law, and 
permanently circumscribing itself upon the identity of the individual. But how exactly 
does this transformation occur: how does the inmate rise to this identity, and come to 
embody it? Is it possible that the prison itself creates inmates? This paper highlights 
the relevance of spatiality to questions of identity and citizenship, focusing on the spe-
cific experience of inmates. Beginning outside the prison, I examine how the physical 
location of prisons as isolated from the rest of society has the intentional effect of distin-
guishing inmates from the broader public. Next I move inside the prison where a closer 
look at the interior architecture reveals a score of mechanisms of differentiation that 
further refine the inmate identity. When these mechanisms collectively prove insufficient, 
individuals are brought to the segregation unit where architecture works not upon the 
body, but the soul. The segregation unit is a particular horror of architecture within the 
prison, and the institution’s most powerful weapon in the process of inmate identity pro-
duction. I conclude by considering the broader implications of a fixed and established 
inmate group identity for the communities these individuals return to when released. It is 
my contention that when an inmate has been designated as such, they symbolically and 
materially come to fall outside the scope of the social pact, and consequently disqual-
ify themselves as citizens (Foucault 1977, 101). The incarcerated then come to form 
a group of sub-citizens who demonstrate that, far from universal, citizenship rights are 
differentially accessed and practiced.
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PANEL D3: THE STRUGGLE FOR PALESTINE
CHAIR: Rafeef Ziadah, SOAS, University of London

ROOM 4350
The Israeli Settler Colonial State as a Prison Both to Palestinians and 
Others
Magid Shihade, Birzeit University

In this presentation, I would like to offer a new way to look at the state as a whole as a 
prison, as a machine that limits freedoms and mobility of people; both within its borders 
and those who are citizens/subjects of other states. In this case, the presentation here 
is focused on a settler state, specifically the Israeli settler colonial state. Not to minimize 
the specific painful experience of prisoners in general, and here Palestinian prisoners 
in particular, but only to expand the ways in which we can think of the prison, I argue, 
while not completely a unique case, but particular aspects of the Israeli state that bans, 
limits freedoms, limits mobility, affects individuals and groups daily lives makes the 
case worth exploring as a way to think of Israel, Palestine and Palestinians both in their 
local contexts, but also in their regional and global connections and implications. I start 
the presentation by discussing about the ways in which the creation of the Israeli state 
has, while purging most of the Palestinians outs its newly established frontiers, has 
incarcerated both Palestinians and others who remained on the land after 1948. Then, 
I will discuss in which ways the militarily regime imposed soon after 1948 on those who 
remained  has further impacted cultural, social, economic, and political lives of each 
in many different ways.  Then, I will discuss how the legacy of that period continued to 
affect those people sense of space, belonging, and connection, even when the military 
regime was officially revoked in 1966. Then, I will discuss a similar experience, pat-
terns that have been developing in areas colonizes by Israel in 1967, especially after 
the starts of the so called peace process (Oslo), and how peace in this case has led to 
further restriction on movement, mobility,  even simple pleasure as going to the beach 
have become too hard to enjoy. In the final part, I will discuss ways in which the Israeli 
settler colonial state have impacted daily lives of peoples and individuals in the region 
surrounding it and beyond to show how particularly disrupting to normal life, how restric-
tive it is, and how it impacts people on very central ideas to freedom; movement/mo-
bility, freedom of thought, work, and not being able to live otherwise a relatively normal 
life. On short, I hope that through this presentation to suggest ways to think of the prison 
and incarceration beyond their immediate  meaning ad affects, and to think of Israel-Pal-
estine beyond the specific geography; a geography of of incarceration affecting many on 
a global scale.

Carceral Feminisms and Racial Maternalism in Palestine
Wafaa Hasan, McMaster University

My paper looks at how the racial logics of carceral feminisms extend in Israeli anti-occu-
pation feminist practices by continuing the figurative incarceration of Palestinian wom-
en who are not “recognized” as feminists. Speaking white feminist discourse – often 
through the overly simplistic language of anti-nationalism, and “present tense” politics” – 
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is often criteria for exit from occupation, even if only temporarily. Often, the literal imita-
tion of that discourse is a way to achieve temporary escapes from the carceral nature 
of the occupation. I provide tangible examples of this dynamic from my interviews with 
Palestinian and Israeli women since 2007 in the West Bank and Jerusalem. I argue that 
the disjunctures between Palestinian feminist theories and the feminist logics of “white 
feminism” – even in these left and fringe “anti-occupation” circles – become fodder for 
Israeli anti-occupation “well-meaning” feminists to actually justify continued Palestinian 
women’s movement restrictions and isolation. This criteria works in subtle and insidious 
ways to rationalize the containment of Palestinian feminists through the mechanisms of 
occupation. Today and in recent history, mainstream Israeli feminist movements operate 
with a kind of white feminist authority and racial maternalism offering to “teach” Pales-
tinian women the “right” feminism and then dejectedly turn away with a shrug of defeat 
when Palestinian women offer their own theories. The few Palestinian women who 
imitate white feminist language (and defy the BDS guidelines) become welcomed into 
marches; heads of NGOs; and are offered more mobility. The unrelenting Palestinian 
feminists are made to be orchestrators of their own mobility restrictions and imprison-
ments – perhaps most shockingly, through the language of feminism. It is the non-com-
pliant Palestinian woman who becomes a threat to feminism, in fact, and by this logic 
must remain contained for a peaceful Israeli- Palestinian feminist movement (of which 
there are only a few Palestinian participants, often). My close analysis of film and live 
dialogues between Israeli and Palestinian women offer a detailed look at these patterns.

Palestinian Cinema Against the Wall
Yulia Gilichinskaya, University California Santa Cruz

Palestinian people in Gaza and the West Bank not only live under occupation but also, 
contained behind the Wall that Israel erected, inhabit a space of physical, social, and 
cultural isolation. The space of Palestinian habitat is actively constructed, manipulated, 
and affected by the restrictive network of Israeli checkpoints, surveillance, and control. 
The Wall is meant to suppress and limit Palestinians but paradoxically it has also provid-
ed them with a unique space to articulate their protest and resistance. Since its con-
struction, the Wall has been used as a canvas for graffiti, murals, street art, and mes-
sages of resistance and struggle. Repurposing the Wall for an artistic project subverts, 
reimagines, and renegotiates the barrier and the confining space it constructs.

I propose a project that will contribute to a critique of injustice and oppression placed 
on the very source that embodies and reinforces it. Palestinian Cinema against the Wall 
will use the Apartheid Wall between Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories as 
the screen to project Palestinian films. This project will create a screening venue out of 
a contested space, transform the Wall into a part of the cinematic apparatus, and allow 
Palestinians to see their reality projected. Screenings will be held in the West Bank, in 
different segments along the Wall to engage multiple communities in large urban cen-
ters as well as in small villages and refugee camps. This project is a peaceful interven-
tion into the affective geography of separation imposed on Palestine.

This project aims to enact positive change through reimagination of a third space that 
conceptualizes elastic, alternative, innovative, and hopeful geography that transgresses 
the architectural entrapment of the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Through this proj-
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ect, my collaborators and I encourage social and political change and potential transfor-
mation through alternative use of space. We aim to further social justice for Palestine by 
reimagining the Wall and its purpose, making it more permeable by transforming it into a 
cinema screen, and offering the Palestinians a space for social and cultural recuperation 
and healing.
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PANEL D4: RESISTING CARCERAL LOGICS
CHAIR: Lisa Freeman, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

ROOM 4320
Resisting Carceral Solutions for Protecting Queer and Trans Kids
Ann Travers, Simon Fraser University

Anti-bullying and anti-homophobia policies in school settings vary, with some focusing 
on inclusion and climate, but many on punitively pushing ‘offenders’ out of school and 
otherwise pursuing criminalization. The disproportionate effect this has on racialized/
impoverished/disabled students is reason enough to resist punitive approaches but the 
fact that this does not increase the safety of queer and trans kids is another disturbing 
factor. I focus on the experience of ‘Frank,’ a Canadian trans kid who has experienced 
violence in school settings – from pre-school to high school – to identify the factors that 
contribute to his extreme precarity. I then reference the Vancouver School Board’s Gen-
der and Sexual Diversity policy to consider whether the adoption of such a policy by the 
School District where Frank lives would address Frank’s needs for safety and security.

The Carceral Left: When Activism Reproduces the Repressive Logic 
of the State
Sara Sagaii, Simon Fraser University

In recent years, critiques of what has come to be known as the “call-out culture” of 
activism have surfaced in online progressive spheres. This style of activism is criticized  
amongst other things, first, for entailing a performance of ideological righteousness as 
opposed to a genuine interest in transformative and restorative justice and second, for 
reproducing the punitive logic of the police state within activist communities by treating 
individuals who fail to meet expected ideological standards as disposable, marking them 
as “socially dead”.

In this article, I briefly review the historical context for the emergence of elements 
of such culture, starting from the New Left’s legacy of elitism and sectarianism, to the 
influence of the second and the third waves of feminism. Next, I explore the parallels 
with the carceral logic of the state and its reproduction within activist communities. The 
role that the ongoing grip of identity-based politics plays is discussed in encouraging 
the casting of individuals in absolute terms, as pure evil or disposable, potentially incit-
ing acts of violence. As well, the function of social media is considered in promoting an 
atmosphere of surveillance among fellow activists resulting in pressures to ideologically 
conform. By way of illustration, several cases from the local activist scene in Vancouver, 
BC are offered. Finally, I present an overview of suggested approaches from the field 
to nuance the “call-out” strategy according to the context and offer a way forward that 
acknowledges and accommodates ideological struggles within communities as integral 
and ongoing components of any form of activism.
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Dropping the Mic: Collective Responses to the Harassment of Women 
in Comedy
Madison Trusolino, University of Toronto

In early November 2017, The New York Times published a story that included the testi-
mony of five women who accused stand-up comedian Louis C.K. of sexual misconduct. 
Although perhaps the most well-know, Louis C.K. is but one of the many male come-
dians, who has been called out in the past few years for their sexual harassment as 
well as physical and/or sexual abuse of women comedians. This paper will explore the 
collective strategies of women in comedy to address harassment in their male-dominat-
ed industry. I identify the comedy club as a workplace where, due to the precarious and 
informal nature of comedic work, women are left without formal avenues to address ha-
rassment such as unions or human resource departments. Comedy blurs the lines be-
tween personal and professional relationships with networking and self-branding being 
keys to achieving success (Duffy, 2017; McRobbie, 2016). The reliance on reputation 
means that women feel the need to remain silent about the behaviour of men in comedy 
who, are often, the gatekeepers of in the industry. Calling out their abusers using social 
media, including more traditional media outlets (such as The New York Times), is one 
strategy women are utilizing to address misogyny in comedy. The need to make comedy 
a safer industry, adds to the responsibility of these women who take on the additional 
emotional labour (Hochschild, 2012) of managing their communities (Nakamura, 2015) 
while risking their careers, facing trolls, and often experiencing further trauma in the pro-
cess. In addition to the case of Louis C.K., this paper will also discuss stand-up comedi-
an Beth Stelling’s 2015 Instagram post and sketch comic and improviser Courtney Pau-
roso’s podcast announcement that outlined the physical and sexual abuse of a shared 
former romantic partner, also a comedian. Although neither women addressed their 
abuser by name, the comedian was outed within the community and inspired a series of 
women comedians to come forward about their own abuse. I examine the tangible out-
comes that these women’s efforts have produced including getting abusers banned from 
comedy clubs, comedy schools, and venues such as the famous Los Angeles Upright 
Citizen’s Brigade hiring human resources staff. While “call out culture” is often labelled 
as a form of vigilante justice, for survivors of abuse in comedy it is often seen as a way 
to warn other women in their community of a predator, and in the case studies I exam-
ine, a way to form solidarity between women in the boy’s club of comedy.

Counteracting Shame, Recognizing Desire: Navigating the Emotional 
Labour of Counselling HIV Disclosure
Jennifer M. Kilty, University of Ottawa; Michael Orsini, University of Ottawa

Just as carceral spaces are shaped by emotional and affective economies, so too is the 
application of law. This paper considers how emotions shape law through specific con-
sideration of the criminalization of HIV nondisclosure in Canada. Critical readings of me-
dia and juridical content across different cases reveal the interplay between a series of 
key complex moral emotions that are driving public identification, arrest and prosecution 
efforts; notably, these include ‘negative’ emotions such as fear, anger, and disgust that 
are tied to moralized discourses about sexuality, masculinity and femininity, and HIV/
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AIDS. As the majority of these cases involve heterosexual sex, we suggest that Cana-
da’s aggressive prosecution is partially driven by carceral feminist attitudes toward pro-
tecting women’s sexual purity/innocence. We contend that emotions structure punitive 
mentalities in ways that contribute to the expansion of carceral culture into new sites of 
surveillance, in this case the field of public health, HIV/AIDS advocacy and the frontline 
service sector – which has historically been and continues to be the first point of contact 
for many newly diagnosed people. Drawing on qualitative data gleaned from interviews 
conducted with frontline workers in AIDS Service Organizations (ASOs) across Canada, 
we explore the emotionally-laden nature of disclosure for many HIV positive people and 
those who counsel them. Emotions such as fear (of rejection), shame (of one’s HIV pos-
itive status), and desire (for connection and intimacy) shape the narrative arc of disclo-
sure practices (for both the service user and service provider), commanding significant 
emotional labour.
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PANEL D5: F*CK FORGIVENESS:
CRITICAL READINGS OF CLEMENCY AND REHABILITATION

CHAIR: Kevin Regan-Maglione, University of Oregon
ROOM 4310

What About the Worst of the Worst? On Carceral Humanism, Second 
Chances, and Reentry
Michael Hames-Garcia, University of Oregon

No matter how critical one is of prisons and mass incarceration, most people find a line 
at which they will hesitate in the face of radical abolitionist proposals to end prisons. 
What about violent sex offenders? What about violent white supremacists? What about 
terrorists? What about unrepentant abusers of children? This paper will consider chal-
lenges to humanistic discourses of prison rehabilitation, on the one hand, and prison 
abolitionism, on the other, as posed by “worsts of the worst,” both spectral and real.

Jim Crow Forgiveness: Clemency in the Age of Mass Incarceration
Reiko Hillyer, Lewis and Clark College

In 2012, Mississippi governor Haley Barbour created a firestorm when he pardoned or 
commuted the sentences of over 200 people upon leaving office. Some of these were 
convicted of murder, and some of those had been trusties working in the governor's 
mansion. In response to the bi-partisan outrage that erupted, Barbour explained that he 
was merely enacting a long tradition of pardoning mansion trusties. This paper will ex-
plore the roots and decline of clemency in the context of Jim Crow Mississippi, and thus 
explore the relationship between racist paternalism and forgiveness.

Rehabilitation and the Monster
Micol Seigel, Indiana University

The idea that a person could be rehabilitated requires them at some point to have been 
bad. This paper explores the media treatment of a few public cases of prison rehabil-
itation, or lack thereof, to explore the narrative of rehabilitation. The cases that most 
catch the public eye, it finds, tend to highlight fantastic transformations, practically to 
sainthood, and of course, for a transformation to saint to have narrative power, the sub-
ject must begin as monster. That monster is a familiar figure in the accreted discourse 
around crime and punishment. Its shadow serves to justify the system as a whole, 
reinforcing the logic that underlies mass incarceration broadly. Redemption, this paper 
suggests, asks nothing from readers but judgment, as if anyone could remain outside 
the fray of the politics, the history, and the power relations configuring such stories.
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PANEL D6: ART AGAINST SURVEILLANCE
CHAIR: Frédérik Lesage, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4955
Laurie Jo Reynolds and Legislative Art
Albert Stabler, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

In January 2013, a supermaximum prison closed in Illinois. Tamms Correctional Center, 
a prison in which incarcerated men spent almost all of their time in absolute isolation, 
was shut down largely through the hard work of Tamms Year Ten, a group founded by 
artist Laurie Jo Reynolds. Reynolds, who still works on behalf of men who were locked 
up in Tamms, has also spent years opposing the stigmatizing and scapegoating of sex 
offenders. This struggle has manifested in her public efforts against registries that im-
pede the lives of people for years after they leave prison.  I am interested in both the 
ethical and aesthetic aspects of Reynolds’ advocacy campaigns, which she refers to, in 
their always incomplete entirety, as artworks. Without a doubt, she is not the first artist 
to take on social and political questions directly rather than abstractly, and she is not the 
first activist to make use of artistic strategies. Nonetheless, her thoroughgoing commit-
ment to both an art career and an activist practice appears to be relatively unique, and 
her position in the struggles over officially mandated forms of social exclusion makes 
it a remarkable case to study. The structures that make her position possible produce 
the possibility of “legislative art”; this is a term, adapted from Augusto Boal’s “legislative 
theater,” that Reynolds uses in describing her work. 

My dissertation has endeavored to delve into the possible implications of the term 
“legislative art”, using a wide range of concrete historical and recent examples. But for 
this presentation, using just a handful of illustrations that focus specifically on policing 
and incarceration, I would want to just convey a sense of the specific ways in which 
Reynolds has carved out an exciting cultural space. In and of itself, this space sheds 
light on how those working in the arts and those operating through or directly address-
ing legal authority share important underappreciated strategies and assumptions, partic-
ularly in regard to matters of punishment, retribution, and rehabilitation.

SuperFaciality: Investigating the resonance of biometric technologies 
in contemporary portraiture
Kristina Fiedrich, Simon Fraser University

Approaching biometrics as inevitable and prevalent, my interest is in how biometric 
technologies become mobilized within creative representations, outside of scientific 
inquiry. My aim is therefore to draw connections between the increasing deployment of 
surveillance and biometric technologies, and their manifestation within contemporary 
art practices. Evolving from an art-as-research methodology, and privileging artworks 
as examples, this presentation looks to artworks that engage with traditional portraiture 
and representations of the face, all the while manipulating expectations of the face-as-
portrait. Artworks included in this project are Ursula Johnson’s L’nuweltik (We are Indi-
an) (2012-2015), Gillian Wearing’s Self Portrait at Twenty Seven Years Old (2012) and 
Anthony Cerniello’s Danielle (2013). Though these works do not engage specifically 
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with, or participate in an explicit trend toward, artistic representations of surveillance 
and biometrics, what I aim to demonstrate through their analysis is the ‘creep’ of surveil-
lance-based tropes into the socio-cultural milieu. My approach to biometric technologies 
acknowledges their ulterior nature, ubiquitous but not always apparent. As such, the 
works analyzed herein have been chosen to demonstrate ulteriority at the site of the 
face. Art as visual expression is thus considered in relation to surveillance as another 
outcome of visual culture, one that highlights a continuing desire to identify and catego-
rize the subject within a social order.

In what ways has the face, historically and presently measured and classified through 
biometric techniques, been manipulated within visual representation? How has the face 
thus deployed come to be represented in contemporary portraiture, and might these 
representations suggest a shifting logic of identity, away from the face? In answering 
these questions, I argue that creative, contemporary representations of the face-as-por-
trait, when considered in contest with representations of the face-as data, can impact 
and influence a socio-culture approach to identity, becoming independent from the face.

Ghost Ship - Ghostly Aesthetics, Visibility Logistics and Border 
Regimes
Moira Hille, Academy of Fine Arts Vienna

In my PhD I follow Ghost Ships, ghostly aesthetics and their haunting appearances 
since the 18th century, their becoming phenomenon during the time of Transatlantic 
Slave Trade and their continuities in todays border regimes in the Mediterranean Sea. 
My starting point is marked by the recent use of the term Ghost Ship in public media for 
ships found in the Mediterranean used for legal but illegalized border crossings for the 
reason of migration and/or finding refuge. Outlining and following a very general and 
common understanding of Ghost Ships, most of the ships that were recently addressed 
as such weren’t without passengers or lost at sea in the way the term Ghost Ship is 
commonly understood. In my paper I will present a rough historical outline of when the 
term and phenomenon began spreading in the mid - 18th century, when ships were 
mainly used for violent colonial expansion and within the Trans Atlantic Slave Trade until 
the nowadays use, to connect the Ghost Ship and its genealogy throughout the ages 
as well as its connection to time and place specific discourses on visibility. To analyze 
certain strategies and logistics of visibility, representation, and cultures of enclosure and 
regimes of detention connected to Ghost Ships, I will examine what is visually but also 
material banned, locked and kept in the sphere of ghostly, opaque and haunting by the 
Ghost Ship. As counter strategy, I also inquire the potential of the ghost of the Ghost 
Ship as a visual-political strategy beyond visibility and representation discourses, and 
it’s incommensurability as visual-political potentiality. I follow the question of how the 
ghostly can be understood as a visual subconscious that confuses and/or irritates social 
and political images and conditions and how it can undermine logistics oscillating be-
tween visibility/invisibility.
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PANEL E1: AFTER THE ARAB SPRING
CHAIR: Adel Iskandar, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 2205
Mamfakinch: Mediated Activism and State Surveillance in Post-Arab 
Spring Morocco
Annemarie Iddins, Fairfield University

Between 1965–1999, King Hassan II of Morocco and executors of his authority incar-
cerated dissidents in secret prisons, some in the heart of major cities like the DGST 
interrogation center outside Rabat and others like the now-infamous Tazmamart located 
in the easily forgotten stretches of the Sahara. This period known as the “years of lead” 
was characterized by sudden disappearances and secret prisons that gave rise to wide-
spread paranoia as part of Moroccan public culture, a genre of Moroccan literature re-
ferred to as la littérature carcérale and Morocco’s abysmal human rights record among 
the international community. Communications about this period largely emerged only 
after Mohammed VI succeeded his father in 1999, with his transition to power coming 
at a time of economic liberalization and cultural globalization that led the state to take a 
(more) hands-off approach to media and new communication technologies. The Moroc-
can regime’s liberal attitude toward the Internet in its early days led to its construction 
as a radically democratic and unregulated space – an understanding that has shifted 
post-Arab Spring as high profile crackdowns on individual actors have made the Inter-
net a new frontier for Moroccan civil society’s longstanding struggles over human rights. 
This paper analyzes the mediated activism of Mamfakinch, a collective that emerged out 
of the Arab Spring moment, and its experiences with state-sponsored spyware attacks 
and judicial harassment. This work is situated within a subset of the emergent global 
media literature on mediated activism that is concerned with the nature of online conten-
tion in authoritarian societies and their diasporas. Mamfakinch’s subsequent evolution 
into a digital rights organization is indicative of attempts to transfer a lingering carcer-
al culture into digital spaces. In a global world and as part of a hypersurveillant state, 
Mamfakinch demonstrates how the digital becomes an increasingly important site for 
the surveillance and policing of dissent while presenting new modes of publicness that 
directly challenge those endeavors.

Remapping Cairo: Producing Carceral Mentalities
Nadia Habib, York University

While surveillance is daily more pervasive and palpable throughout Egypt, I focus on 
the emerging remapping of the city of Cairo as a series of fortified spaces which work to 
facilitate the production of a carceral mentality as both normative and necessary. Be-
tween the ever-expanding gated communities that circle Cairo, the burgeoning series 
of new prisons alongside established prisons in and around the city, bounded working 
class squatter communities, mechanisms of containment in public spaces, the housing 
crises whose Nasserist dreams are coming to an end, the surveillance, corralling and 
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segregation of Cairo’s inhabitants is intensifying. This paper introduces a limited set of 
portraits of these enclaves as each enacts its own carceral logic and narrates the fanta-
sy of securitization and some of its effects. From fake palm trees equipped with surveil-
lance cameras, soldiers brandishing AK-47s from watchtowers which appear in increas-
ing numbers across the city, mandatory ID cards, electronic monitoring and searches in 
tourist sites, public spaces, churches and mosques, Cairo’s inhabitants are subject to 
multiple and overlapping mechanisms of scrutiny and surveillance that reorganize their 
practices and perceptions. While these seemingly discrete spaces fortify their borders 
as a way to defend against their contamination by one another, each delineating its rad-
ical difference from other bounded spaces, the ubiquitous mechanisms of surveillance 
and segregation blur the boundaries between them and reveals them instead to co-con-
stitute one another as Cairenes traverse these spaces having internalized the quotidian 
carceral mentalities that map these crossings.
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PANEL E2 (WORKSHOP):
NAVIGATING ABOLITION AND ACTIVISM WITHIN A 

FEDERAL WOMEN'S PRISON
Chair: Kirsten McIlveen, Joint Effort

ROOM 4390

Kirsten McIlveen, Joint Effort 
Lora McElhinney, Joint Effort 
Cecily Nicholson, Joint Effort 
Wendy Bariteau, Joint Effort

Joint Effort is an all women prison abolitionist group involved in solidarity work with 
women prisoners at the Fraser Valley Institution for Women in Abbotsford, BC. Joint 
Effort started as a subcommittee of the BC Federation of Women and has been volun-
teering at women’s prisons since 1980. Our group consists of women who create con-
tacts between women in prison and various community organizations. On the “inside” 
our work consists of organizing discussion groups, various workshops and music, the-
atre and sports events. Given the food insecurity that prisoners face, we have identified 
strategies to bring nutritious food ‘inside’ in order to help the women host pow wows and 
prison socials. We work with the Inmate’s Committee and the Native Sisterhood to sup-
port their activities in any way that we can. In our weekly visits, we try to create a space 
where women from “inside” and “outside” can communicate around issues of mutual 
interest, where respect and confidentiality are practiced and where a woman can speak 
her mind and be supported. On the “outside”, Joint Effort is involved in providing public 
information about the situation of women in prison as well as lobbying the government 
on various issues. Joint Effort is an independent group that is not associated with the 
prison or the church. We are unpaid workers and the group does not receive any gov-
ernment or institutional funding.

We have learned first-hand that many of the issues prisoners face mirror struggles 
on the outside, but their experiences are magnified by isolation. The women in prison 
are the most marginalized of society and the prison experience is an extension of the 
trauma that pervades their lives. Their voices are often ignored. In order to amplify and 
echo prisoners’ voices we (the members of Joint Effort) would like to speak about issues 
affecting women prisoners; and as always, we will try to bring women prisoners to come 
and speak for themselves.
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PANEL E3: NEOCOLONIAL REGIMES OF MIGRANT LABOUR
CHAIR: Michael Ma, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

ROOM 4350
I Shall Never Forget the Treatment I Have Received: The Incarceration 
of Coal Miners at the Origins of Capitalism in the Northern Pacific
Matthew Greaves, Simon Fraser University

In January 1849, Vancouver Island was granted by charter in London to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC), including monopoly rights to the minerals on and underneath the 
land. Previously wary of undertaking a form of wealth accumulation so different than the 
fur trading and farming in the Columbia District, HBC representatives had been buying 
coal from Kwagu’ł miners at the island’s north end since at least 1835. With the 1849 
Charter of Grant, the Company hoped to subsume and develop the Vancouver Island 
coalfield, taking advantage of the exponential growth in steam power over the previ-
ous decades. The social and economic forces that followed the transition to capitalist 
resource settlement would, however, invest the first colonial mining community, called 
Fort Rupert, with a series of contradictions that HBC was unaccustomed to, which the 
Company sought to contain by interning rebellious working bodies and the public spec-
tacle of their display. This paper explores the incarceration of striking coal miners at the 
origins of capitalism in the North American Pacific, above the 49th parallel. The study of 
imprisonment at the Fort Rupert settlement is based on primary research of historical 
documents; existing historical studies of the settlement; and categories worked up from 
Marxian political economy, meant to capture socio-economic development. I argue that 
imprisonment at the fort functioned to support the Company’s incompetent organiza-
tion of mining as it stumbled toward capitalist modernity. The carceral management of 
workers could not be counted upon to resolve or even ameliorate problems rooted in the 
transition from mercantile resource exploitation to capitalist resource settlement, and the 
Company’s coal extraction at Fort Rupert was abandoned in 1853, a handful of years af-
ter it began. At the subsequent Nanaimo mining community, further south on the island, 
imprisonment and jurisprudence would look much different.

Carceral Continuities: Migration, Deportation, and Class Formation 
Among the Transnational Call Centre Workforce in Mexico
Enda Brophy, Simon Fraser University

This paper explores the class cultures emerging among the class cultures emerging 
among a migrant digital labour force working in Mexican call centres on the frontlines 
of transnational debt collection. Specifically, our paper investigates elements of what 
we describe as the carceral or disciplinary continuities uniting different moments of this 
labour forces constitution and subjection, including media criminalization, detention, 
deportation, and, finally, submission to a panoptic workplace regime for a wage. 

The paper sets the context for this inquiry by describing the parallel expansion of mar-
kets for consumer credit and the call centre industry in Mexico following the passage of 
NAFTA in the 1990s. Drawing on inverviews in Tijuana and Mexico City with dozens of 
call centre workers and industry observers, the presentation describes the growth of a 
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bilingual and bicultural labour force in Mexico. The communicative labour undertaken by 
these workers sees them migrate virtually (to take a concept offered by Aneesh Aneesh 
[2004]) over a headset to the United States to collect debt from consumers who them-
selves may face incarceration in the growing number of debtor's prisons in the country. 
But the intersection between labour, migration, and ICTs takes on a much deeper signif-
icance in this case. These workers tend to be drawn from the ranks of what we describe 
as “informational returnees” (Alarcón Medina, 2017) – Mexican nationals who grew up 
undocumented in the United States and have either been incarcerated and deported 
or have left voluntarily due to a lack of opporunities in the country for undocumented 
workers. For most of these returnees English is their mother tongue, and discrimination 
in Mexico due to their lack of Spanish language proficiency or cultural knowledge is 
common after deportation. The putting to work of their “American” language and cultural 
competencies in the call centre has produced a fractured call centre workforce, divided 
among criminalized migrants and educated Mexicans with some postsecondary edu-
cation. Our paper concludes by considering the paradoxically mobile and yet trapped 
labouring sensitivities of these informational returnees, how they negotiate the trauma 
of deportation, and how their experiences intersect with those indebted subjects they 
interact with over the phone.

Carceral Mobilities of Japanese Migrant Women in the Early 20th 
Century Transpacific World
Ayaka Yoshimizu, University of British Columbia

This paper explores transpacific memories of ameyuki-san, migrant women from impov-
erished regions of Japan who travelled across the Pacific Ocean and engaged in sex 
work at the turn of the 20th century in the West Coast of North America. In Canada, a 
number of ameyuki-san worked in Japanese-owned brothels developed primarily along 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, serving white and non-white male labourers. Contrary to 
the wide-held notion that Japanese migrants in the West Coast of North America in the 
early 20th century developed self-served and geographically contained communities, 
Japanese sex workers traveled frequently within and across national borders between 
Japan, Canada and the United States and tended not to settle down in one specific 
location. This was partly due to the stigma attached to sex work and changing policies 
and regulations of immigration and prostitution that made their lives precarious and 
difficult. Many of them were “transient migrants” (Gomes et al. 2017) rather than set-
tlers, whose lives existed in and across the transpacific world. In this presentation, I will 
first give a historical overview of migration of ameyuki-san to North America and discuss 
how their bodies were regulated by different institutions, including the state, municipal 
authorities, the Japanese (im)migrant community institutions, and by brothel owners, 
pimps and brokers. I will then point to precarious, unsettling and complex modes of 
belonging by presenting a picture of ameyuki-san’s lifeworld based on my performative 
archival research.
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PANEL E4: COMMUNITY INTERVENTIONS IN
SPACES OF REFUGEE RESTRICTION

CHAIR: Erin Goheen Glanville, Simon Fraser University
ROOM 4320

Iranian Community Ethnic Media in Stockholm
Daniel Ahadi, Simon Fraser University

One dominant way that ethnic media have been conceptualized in western academic 
scholarship is according to their actual or potential ability to facilitate discourses of be-
longing in immigrant-receiving nations in an effort to ease the process of integration into 
a new society (Karim, 2002; Bailey, Georgiou & Harindranath, 2007; Matsaganis, Katz & 
Ball- Rokeach, 2010). However, by analyzing ethnic media primarily through this “gov-
ernmentality” lens (Foucualt, 1991) we run the risk of neglecting their role as complex, 
and at times, agnostic operations and thereby reducing their function to promoters or in-
hibitors of integration. In addition, as Kosnick (2007) suggests, there is also a danger in 
pursuing minority empowerment through ethnic media, in rather abstract terms, presup-
posing the existence of homogenous immigrant communities that are simply waiting for 
a chance to raise their voices (Kosnick, 2007, p. 17). In this paper I present on the roles 
of Iranian community media in Stockholm, Sweden related to the Iranian diaspora and 
refugees in Sweden, focusing on the complex and diverse discourses that were traced 
in media content and interviews with media producers and contributors regarding na-
tionalism and racism (Swedish and Persian), ideal immigrants, protectionism, inclusions 
and exclusions, as well as humanitarian discourses that assume community responsibil-
ity towards “taking care” of refugees in Sweden.

Beyond Carceral Humanitarianism: Australian and Canadian 
Responses to Asylum Seeker Detention
Erin Goheen Glanville, Simon Fraser University

This paper compares two interventions in refugee detention as examples of the current 
struggle to reimagine humanitarianism. Growing protectionist policies globally have put 
a spotlight on the violence of carceral humanitarianism, demonstrating the gap between 
human rights discourse and refugee-ed human beings. Humanitarian workers in many 
receiving countries are coming up against the constraints on their aid work in a new 
way, as aid increasingly occupies a binary role in relation to humanitarian warfare (Ol-
iver). Australia’s policy of detaining asylum seekers on Manus Island and the Republic 
of Nauru has produced clear examples of traditional humanitarians in resettlement roles 
who have reconsidered and even discarded the principles by which they have operated. 
This paper views the Australian documentary “Chasing Asylum” (2017) as an example 
of a new humanitarianism that has arisen in response to the use of detention to man-
age human movement (Sezgin). Abandonment of the principles of neutrality, non-par-
tisanship, and independence and even the concept of human rights has become the 
very condition for humanitarians to gain physical access to the asylum-seekers they 
are working with. I will then turn my attention to Vancouver and the varied humanitarian 
responses of NGOs to the Harper government’s 2012 changes to Canada’s immigration 
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detention policy. A few questions this paper will raise are: given the precarity of asylum 
seekers’ statuses, what new activist-humanitarian strategies and spaces might emerge 
in this global moment? What does an advocacy that protects and speaks with, rather 
than exposes and speaks for, look like? What can prompt such a movement? If, as Dian 
Million writes, “it doesn’t matter if this human rights infrastructure is largely ineffective; it 
is now the only show in town,” where might disenchanted humanitarian workers go for 
alternative ways of participating in migrant justice work (73)?

Facing the Detained and Refugee-ed: Ethics in Social Art Practices
Lois Klassen, Queen’s University

In wave after wave of publicly circulated imagery and recordings about people seeking 
asylum or facing the violences of exclusionary border control policies, voices and faces 
are troubling in their appearances and absences. This presentation concerns creative 
representations of people experiencing migration-related traumas. “An ethical politics 
flows from our constitutive powerlessness in the face of the other,” writes Simon Critch-
ley, inspired by Levinas’s phenomenological encounters with another’s visage. An acuity 
for ethical responsibility also arises from artists’ and viewers’ a priori political positioning. 
“The right to look” is a claim made by those with agency, Nicholas Mirzoeff explains. 
Interviews with artists working directly with asylum seekers, including those in detention, 
recount how they take both individual and collective perspectives as they face situations 
of high ethical demand. Artist in this research describe their perceived sense of inade-
quacy that their artwork, in contrast to direct-action efforts, will be effective. At the same 
time, they articulate belief in benefits of artistic methods when confronting less-visible 
oppressions. The perspectives of artists are combined here with analyses of artworks 
that reflect ethical frameworks in practice. In Alice Myers’s photo-based bookwork, noth-
ing is impossible under the sun, the photographic practices of undocumented occupants 
of Calais reveal how reproductions of migrants’ faces – like their fingerprints – need to 
be safeguarded –with the diligence of high-paid smugglers; but that images of loved 
ones are ubiquitously circulated within guarded networks. Myers’s project manages to 
reveal these practices of invisibility without compromising their function. Other artists 
and creative writers (Candace Breitz, Israel F. Haros Lopez, David Herd) who employ 
mediated storytelling similarly innovate ethical practice standards. Key themes from 
interviews and artworks reveal the complexity of face-to-face encounters where prohibi-
tions on visuality mingle with hyper-visuality.

Syrian Refugee Representations in Canadian Media
Pamela Aimee Rigor, Simon Fraser University

Studies have shown that immigrants and refugees are generally depicted negatively 
in print media. Many media scholars in Canada have argued that while Canada as a 
nation upholds the image of humanitarianism and diversity, the Canadian media still re-
main as a social institution and system that advance, contribute and reinforce racism. In 
addition to this, the news media shape public opinion by constructing and reproducing 
the core values of the dominant “white” society through racialized discourses.

With this in mind, the study aims to examine the representation of Syrian refugees and 
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the Syrian refugee “crisis” in Canadian news articles from 2015 to 2016 using critical 
discourse analysis. It aims to uncover how these refugees are depicted in the media, 
and how this representation perpetuates dominant discourses of racism and xenopho-
bia.

This study aims to answer the following research questions:
1. In what ways are Syrian refugees linguistically defined and constructed in Canadian 

news media?
2. What are the frequent topics or issues discussed in Canadian news articles relating 

to Syrian refugees?
3. What attitudes towards Syrian refugees emerge from examining these Canadian 

news articles as a whole?
4. Does the dominant media discourse align with the eventual rationalization of harsher 

Canadian immigration policies?
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PANEL E5: CARCERAL NECROPOWER
CHAIR: Lena Palacios, University of Minnesota

ROOM 4310
Rehabilitation and Treatment as (Non) Alternatives to the 
Carceral State
Liat Ben-Moshe, University of Toledo

My presentation will focus on the limits of rehabilitation, treatment and disability rights 
as responses to the carceral state, grounded in a critical race and decolonial framework.

As Dylan Rodriguez and others suggest, it is impossible to espouse, discuss or prac-
tice prison abolition without an understanding of racial captivity as a core function of 
carceral logics (Rodriguez 2006). The availability of Black bodies (especially in what 
we call the U.S) and Indigenous bodies (especially in what we call Canada) for capture 
in carceral settings is not about over representation, but is a key feature of the racial 
carceral state. I want to also suggest that the disabling nature of incarceration and 
which bodies are available for capture should be understood as a core feature of incar-
ceration.

But I want us to question not only placing oppressed people (including Indigenous 
and/or/as mad people) in prisons, but also what are considered to be alternatives to 
incarceration. I will show that “rehabilitation” or “treatment” is another apparatus of the 
carceral state (Richie 2012) to make people in its own image (white, proletariat, hetero, 
masculine, able bodied, sane/rational etc.).

I will demonstrate how the impetus to rehabilitate, felt most potently at the mid 20th 
century in the criminal justice system, was entrenched in colonial impetuses (Chapman 
2014) related to normalizing necropower. In North America this trend continued the 
attempt to assimilate Indigenous communities in order to “civilize” them, through training 
schools and continuing in prisons (Ross 1998). Or as Captain Pratt famously put it at 
the time, the goal was “to kill the Indian but save the man”. That's what carceral spaces 
were created for in the first place.

Kinship Trails: Scooping as Colonial Necropolitics
Sandrina de Finney, University of Victoria

In this paper I explore how several generations of “scooping” practices by Canadian 
child welfare authorities have functioned to bolster the colonial social services industrial 
complex. Operating as a form of settler bureaucratic carceral warfare, the ongoing mass 
detention and incarceration of Indigenous children in the child welfare system is an 
epidemic galvanized through settler logics of absolute severance of Indigenous peoples 
and children from our lands and communities (de Leeuw, 2014). Child welfare scooping 
incarcerates Indigenous children into a continuum of state interventions aimed at pro-
voking their physical and spiritual deaths (Dhillon, 2015). Scooped up children literally 
disappear into the system; they become file numbers, largely untraceable, forcefully 
urbanized, stripped of kinship, tribal rights and names. Under this regime, generations 
of forcefully institutionalized, urbanized Indigenous children are assigned the patholo-
gizing label of having “lost” their culture while holding “inter-generational trauma”. As 
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marked trauma-infused bodies, they become targets for interminable “cradle to grave” 
state necrowarfare, while colonial violence is reduced to psychometric measurements of 
PTSD, non-compliance, self-harm and substance use. To explore Indigenous responses 
to scooping, I discuss restorative decolonizing practices with urbanized children in foster 
care (e.g, customary, land-based caregiving) and the paradoxical demand on Indige-
nous caregivers to be culturally-rooted. Drawing on Indigenous feminist and tribal ethics 
(Clark, 2016; de Finney, in press), I explore and problematize practices of kinship-mak-
ing and place interconnectedness that support “rehoming”.

Dying of Excitement: Murdered Girls and Women and the Medico-legal 
Alliance's Racialized and Gendered Regimes
Lena Palacios, University of Minnesota

I argue that what I theorize as “media necropower” working in tandem with the medi-
co-legal alliance upholds the sacredness of white life on the backs of “unworthy” non-
white victims of carceral violence in settler and carceral states, with a particular focus 
on both Canada and the United States (Palacios 2016). I argue that in dominant media 
representations, Black and Indigenous people are often blamed for their own deaths 
while in police custody – whether due to medical neglect or excessive use of force. By 
analyzing the persistent medicalization and necropolitical mass-mediation of prema-
ture Black and Indigenous deaths, I explore what critical race feminist Sherene Razack 
(2015) identifies as “a full-blown medico-legal alliance.” By blaming a victim for their own 
untimely demise at the hands of the carceral state, the official inquests and inquiries that 
arise in response to these deaths obscure the harm perpetrated by the medico-legal alli-
ance working in tandem with commercial crime media. The complex function of consum-
ing the mass-mediated spectacle of Black and Indigenous social death underscores the 
central role of media necropower in re-enshrining the sanctity of white civil existence, 
white bodies, and white life.

The medico-legal performances of these mass-mediated inquests and inquiries – and 
the resultant legal reforms that are advocated for (for example, prison reforms that ban 
the use of Tasers or improve mental health screenings during jail intakes) – are peda-
gogical. They naturalize the use of extreme force to control Black and Indigenous girls 
and women, normalize the existence of prisons and jails to warehouse Black women, 
and produce the racialized and gendered regimes upon which Black and Indigenous 
female disposability in carceral and settler states has historically been advanced and 
secured by mass-mediated necropolitical discourses and logics. I conclude my presen-
tation by examining how Indigenous and race-radical Black feminist activists deploy 
particular strategies, tactics, pedagogies, and solidarities to counter their collective 
annihilation.
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PANEL E6: SCREENING THE CARCERAL STATE
CHAIR: Fiona Jeffries, Ottawa Sanctuary City Network

ROOM 4955
The Prison in Twelve Landscapes and the Mise-en-scène of Surplus
Benedict Stork, Seattle University

This paper argues that the aesthetic strategies of Brett Story’s The Prison in Twelve 
Landscapes express two central conditions of the carceral state and neoliberal racial 
capitalism that generally escape visual representation: surplus and totality. Eschewing 
Foucault’s paradigm of enclosure in disciplinary society, the film approaches the pris-
on as a radiating force within the social totality. Linking seemingly disparate spaces, 
like Eastern Kentucky coal country to QuickenLoans’ downtown Detroit headquarters, 
Story’s documentary positions the (visually absent) prison as an expression of social 
totality. To do this, the film embeds and remains open to a surplus of details within its 
mise-en-scène. For instance, as founder Chris Barrett explains the genesis and function 
of his company SendAPackage, he is surrounded by a mass of commodities awaiting 
purchase and shipment; like their target consumers, these goods amount to a ware-
housed surplus, a standing reserve currently outside circulation. In images like this and 
others The Prison in Twelve Landscapes follows Ruth Wilson Gilmore’s analysis of the 
carceral state, putting surplus in the scene of racial capitalism, by avoiding direct repre-
sentations of the prison.

At its core this paper situates the prison as a primary site for apprehending the other-
wise unrepresentable of totality by examining the aesthetic dimension of The Prison In 
Twelve Landscapes. Though no picture can capture the contemporary capitalism’s total 
and binding force, every image is immanently marked by this totality. Story’s documen-
tary, in intentional and unintentional ways, makes visible the concatenation of capital-
ism’s accumulative drive with the carceral logics of the prison industrial complex; bound 
together within the frame, what is often considered surplus or excess to the “content” 
of the shot expresses the inextricable link between those within and outside the prison 
who are rendered surplus under contemporary capitalism.

De-naturalizing the Prison in Natural Life
Christopher Barnes, Syracuse University

For Americans who have no immediate relationship to prisons, they are often diffi-
cult to visualize because they frequently sit at the margins of society and are off lim-
its to the general public. People are thus distanced and disconnected from the tan-
gibility of punishment within these spaces and are more likely to accept incarcer-
ation as a tool of the criminal justice system with little understanding of how it af-
fects those incarcerated, their families, and the communities to which they be-
long. This paper examines some of the visual strategies documenta-
ry film can use to disrupt this sense of distance through an analysis of Tirtza Even’s 
experimental documentary Natural Life (2013). Even’s film explores the injustices of 
the United States juvenile justice system through five cases of individuals who have 
been sentenced to life without parole for crimes committed as youths. Her film, I argue, 
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de-naturalizes and challenges how we see and think about prisons by specifically con-
necting the interior world of the prison space with the outside world, capturing the ripple 
effects of these overly harsh sentences. Using a split-screen for the entirety of the film, 
the documentary juxtaposes talking head interviews with reenactments of prison life in 
an abandoned Michigan prison as well as with meditative shots of the homes and com-
munities in which the youths belonged. In doing so, I contend that the documentary’s 
power is rooted in its exploration of the ways prisons reshape both time and space; the 
juxtapositions between different spaces, coupled with the use of reenactments, create 
a simultaneous sense of proximity and distance between the prison and the lives and 
communities affected by these prison sentences. Even’s film, I conclude, ultimately 
challenges viewers to reconsider their own proximity and distance to the prison system.

The Carceral as Culture Industry
Allison Page, Old Dominion University

As the carceral state continues to structure life in the United States, its encroach into 
various arenas intensifies. Although media culture has long produced fictional portrayals 
of prisons and prisoners, the television industry is increasingly imbricated with carceral 
logics and even incarceration itself. Here, we suggest that television does more than 
represent or legitimize incarceration – it has become an integral component of the pris-
on-industrial complex in recent decades. In March 2016, the A&E Television Network 
partnered with the Clark County Jail and Adult Correctional Complex in Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, to incarcerate seven volunteers as “undercover prisoners” for sixty days. With 
only the Sheriff and a handful of prison officials in on the experiment, producers installed 
300 cameras and 70 microphones under the pretense of making a documentary about 
first-time offenders. Combining the conventions of serialized reality entertainment with a 
promise to expose corruption inside the jail, 60 Days In soared in the ratings and quickly 
spawned a franchise of sequels and spin-offs. Here, we take 60 Days In as a case study 
for analyzing the convergence of two seemingly disparate and unrelated institutions – 
prison and television – and the rise of what we call the prison-televisual complex in the 
United States. Since the early 2000s, a cluster of television programs set in prisons and 
jails has taken the institutionalized spaces, disciplinary processes, and human subjects 
of U.S. incarceration as the raw material for reality-based programming. 60 Days In ups 
the ante on this burgeoning strand of prison TV by sending “ordinary people” undercov-
er to serve sentences in correctional facilities while cameras roll. We argue that while 
the television industry profits from partnerships with operational prisons and jails, it also 
plays a role in the classification, monitoring, criminalization, and warehousing of pop-
ulations rendered surplus and risky. In this way, television is a technology of racialized 
governance that contributes to the “realities” of mass incarceration in the United States.
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PANEL F1: BETWEEN FREEDOM AND SOCIAL DEATH
CHAIR: Svitlana Matviyenko, School of Communication

ROOM 2205
Freedom as Staying: Race, Religious History, and Carceral 
Ethnography in Chicago
Ray Noll, University of Chicago

This collaborative paper draws from two current projects on Chicago in order to ex-
plore ideas and practices of “staying” and non-movement that trouble discourses of 
politics and refusal. Through an interdisciplinary approach from scholars in different 
fields (History and Political Science/Anthropology), this paper harnesses two distinct 
methodologies and theoretical approaches in its examination of “staying put.” The first 
project is a cultural and intellectual history of how, from the Great Depression to the 
mid-1960s Chicago Freedom Movement, black Chicago Protestants expressed their 
faith in the presence of the potential for salvation through Jesus within a city seemingly 
incapable of moving toward racial equality. This faith refused prevailing conceptualiza-
tions of the black freedom struggle as movement: as migration, marronage, flight, racial 
uplift, and above all as movement from a space and time of slavery to a space and 
time of freedom. The second project engages preliminary ethnographic work with queer 
programming in a residential unit at Cook County Jail in Chicago, and explores under-
standings of “stuckness” as practices of political (in)action that refuse the invasiveness 
of the carceral system. Rather than countering the grasp of confinement through calls 
for movement - escape, getting out, uprooting - this project considers the ways in which 
different forms of dwelling and stasis while incarcerated contest the societal reach of 
captivity. Our attempt to read religion and incarceration together highlights often ignored 
and easily dismissed practices of already-inhabiting freedoms.

Soldier’s Best Friend: The Benevolent Incarceration of Military 
Working Dogs
Shandell Houlden, McMaster University

While working dogs and incarcerated humans might seem to have little in common, as 
Karen M. Morin notes, comparing the incarceration of nonhuman and human bodies 
helps us to understand the structural similarities that render bodies in general subject 
to incarceration in the first place, and to demonstrate how carceral logics extend be-
yond the human body. To date, most of the scholarship making this parallel focuses on 
the incarceration of abject animals in zoos, labs, and slaughterhouses. But what about 
animals that don't appear to suffer under conditions of of captivity and containment and, 
in fact, seem to thrive? What can the lives (and deaths) of these beings tell us about the 
pervasive and at times illegible nature of the carceral? From birth most military working 
dogs (MWDs) today have their every lived moment thoroughly managed according to a 
logic of control and domination in line with military agendas. They are bred, raised, and 
trained in preparation for combat duty before heading to the front lines, where as one 
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Navy SEAL describes, they act as the “tip of the spear.” Though this training and work 
is often intense, by all accounts successful MWDs appear to take great pleasure in it, 
and the trainers and handlers that work with the dogs hold them in the highest regard. 
And yet as de facto bomb detectors, extreme exposure to violence is built into the very 
purpose of MWDs. Through an examination of two mainstream accounts of the lives of 
MWDs, I consider the material production of MWDs as a form of benevolent incarcer-
ation, ie., a kind of incarceration not seen as unjust, but rather as a form of celebrated 
care that obscures its role in the larger economies of death that structure contemporary 
warfare. In other words, I seek to complicate how we read forms of incarceration, espe-
cially for animalized bodies.

Decolonizing Paranoia: The Michael Nehass Case
Patricia Barkaskas, University of British Columbia; Clint Burnham, Simon 
Fraser University

In this paper we open an investigation into the ways in which the strange case of Mi-
chael Nehass helps us to think about the relationship between carceral segregation and 
an anti-colonial paranoia. Nehass is a First Nations man who was incarcerated in soli-
tary confinement at the Whitehorse Corrections Centre for almost five years. During this 
time, he was, in his lawyer’s words, in “a small cell with no way of looking outside. In 
your cell 23 hours out of 24. Lights on 24/7. A camera watching your every move.” Often 
shackled by his hands and feet and to a belly chain, even for showering purposes, at 
one point he was brought before a judge naked. Not surprisingly, Nehass descended 
into forms of psychosis and schizophrenia, both complaining to guards and outspoken in 
court, saying that there was “a very detailed conspiracy … involving the government and 
involving the government's interest in exterminating him and exterminating Indigenous 
people … he believed that he had been implanted with nanoparticles.” In the words of 
a CBC reporter, “the gaunt man rails against ‘cyber educationalists,’ but in court he also 
follows procedure and speaks respectfully. Nehass even shows an affinity for legalese 
and uses Latin terms in conversing with the court.” Our paper seeks to determine a re-
lationship between the panoptical nature of Nehass’ solitary confinement and his forms 
of psychosis, but also to understand that psychosis as a form of anti-colonial critique. 
From canonical figures like Daniel Paul Schreber and Frantz Fanon to recent cultural 
representations like Jordan Peele’s film Get Out! and Claudia Rankine’s book of poetry 
Citizen, paranoia/psychosis has been well-described in psychoanalytic literature (Freud, 
Lacan, Santner), that is also drawn on in the anti-colonial tradition in terms of both racist 
paranoia (“top-down” or settler paranoia) and as a form of resistance (bottom-up para-
noia). More recent arguments move from awareness of “microaggressions” to paranoia 
as anti-racism (Appolon, Wolfe) in contemporary discussions of “cognitive mapping” 
and networks/neoliberalism – anticipating, that is, the jump from Nehass’s notions of the 
state “exterminating” Indigenous people to being implanted with nanoparticles by “cyber 
educationalists.”
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PANEL F2 (WORKSHOP):
SURVEILLANT SUBJECTIVITIES: YOUTH CULTURES,

ART AND AFFECT
Chair: Dina Georgis, University of Toronto

ROOM 4390

Dina Georgis, University of Toronto 
Sara Matthews, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Lex Burgoyne, Youth Leader

In this workshop, we invite participants to think about aesthetic models that open dis-
cussions about surveillance in new ways. To do so, we discuss a recent SSHRC funded 
research-creation collaboration between two university based researchers – Dr. Dina 
Georgis (University of Toronto) and Dr. Sara Matthews (Wilfrid Laurier University), the 
Toronto based artistic duo Bambitchell - comprised of visual artists Sharlene Bamboat 
and Alexis Mitchell, and Kim Simon - Curator of Gallery TPW, an artist-run centre in 
Toronto. We consider the exhibit “Special Works School” a commissioned project cre-
ated by Bambitchell and presented at Gallery TPW in January, 2018, that explores the 
phenomenology of surveillance through visual (the lens, camouflage) and non-visual 
(sound, the haptic) technologies. In our discussion, we explore how the provocations of 
aesthetic methods can inform critical, ethnographic research. To do so, we draw on our 
experience of conducting workshops with youth in response to Special Work Schools. 
Our discussion will focus on the ways in which aesthetic interventions helped us to learn 
about and understand how youth experience surveillance as an embodied experience of 
everyday life. Drawing on current scholarly inquiries into research-creation in social sci-
ences and humanities research practice (Truman and Springgay 2015, Thain et al 2008) 
our method places aesthetic creativity as the locus of knowledge production, interpre-
tation and exchange. Surveillance is an on-going experience of trauma on the psyche 
lived and embodied affectively. Our research-creation approach is therefore one that 
attends to the affective and emotional layers of experience. Our methodology builds on 
the idea that insights can be drawn from invisible things, which, as Toni Morrison writes, 
“are not necessarily not-there” (1989, 30). Instead, they are hard to name because they 
reside uncomfortably in language and representation (Sirois 2008). It is this non-literal 
relationship between embodied affect and representation that provides the basis for the 
work of interpreting young people’s experiences through aesthetic creation.
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PANEL F3: PUNISHMENT MEMORIALIZATION AND
REPRESENTATIONS OF (IN)JUSTICE IN CANADA:

DISPATCHES FROM THE CARCERAL
CULTURES RESEARCH INITIATIVE

CO-CHAIRS: Justin Piché, University of Ottawa;
Kevin Walby, University of Winnipeg

ROOM 4350
Getting “Beyond the Fence”: Interrogating the Backstage Production, 
Marketing and Evaluation of CSC's Virtual Tour
Jarrod Shook, University of Ottawa

In 2015, Correctional Service Canada launched a virtual tour promising a ‘first-hand’ 
and ‘realistic’ depiction of life and work inside a federal penitentiary titled Beyond the 
Fence. Based on an analysis of Access to Information disclosures, the paper examines 
the backstage activities that went into the production, marketing, and evaluation of the 
tour. Drawing on Goffman’s (1959) notions of frontstage and backstage, as well as Mac-
Cannell’s (1973) idea of staged authenticity, the analysis reveals how representations of 
incarceration and punishment were sanitized to build legitimacy and consent for carcer-
alism. The paper concludes by reflecting on the need to study the content and form of 
state representations of penality, and the challenges that representations pose to work-
ing toward a future without carceral institutions.

Representations of Detention and Other Pains of Law Enforcement in 
Police Museums in Ontario, Canada
Matthew Ferguson, University of Ottawa

Police museums have been described as dark tourism destinations that depict death 
and suffering, yet rarely have they been conceptualized as a form of penal tourism. 
Applying Harkin’s (2015) notion of the pains of policing to police museums in Ontario, 
Canada we illustrate how these sites engage in punishment memorialization. Police mu-
seums, which are increasingly staged in the front of police headquarters, are one of the 
ways policing organizations communicate with the public about their practices, past and 
present. Engaging with literature on public meanings of police memorialization, we show 
how use of force, arrest, interrogation, detention, and other aspects of law enforcement 
and penality are represented in these museum settings. Drawing from field notes and 
visual analysis, we argue that these depictions deflect culpability and blame for police 
violence and abuses, which are normalized in these representations. In conclusion, we 
reflect on what our findings mean for literature on police museums specifically and dark 
and penal tourism sites more broadly.
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Representing (In)justice: Meanings of Penality in New Brunswick's 
Courthouse Museums
Devon Madill, University of Ottawa

While prison and penal abolitionists often promote transformative justice and other 
alternatives to confinement and punishment, there are few radical interventions con-
cerning the second lives of jails, prisons, penitentiaries and other carceral sites once 
they are closed. What to do with these institutions once they are decommissioned often 
becomes the source of hotly contested debates between politicians, public servants, 
business persons, heritage groups, local residents and other social actors who stake a 
claim in these fights. A common outcome of such debates is the creation of penal histo-
ry museums that tend to reproduce the idea that imprisonment was and continues to be 
necessary – a phenomenon we have called “carceral retasking”. Drawing on fieldwork 
at dozens of Canadian punishment memorialization sites, along with international sites 
examined in the Handbook of Prison Tourism (Palgrave, 2017), this paper reflects on 
the role abolitionists have (most often not) and could play in the transformation of de-
commissioned sites of confinement to support the cultural work being done elsewhere 
to imagine and realize a post-carceral future.

Carceral Retasking and Abolitionist Interventions: Reflections on 
Punishment Memorialization in Canada and Beyond
Kevin Walby, University of Ottawa; Justin Piché, University of Ottawa

While prison and penal abolitionists often promote transformative justice and other 
alternatives to confinement and punishment, there are few radical interventions con-
cerning the second lives of jails, prisons, penitentiaries and other carceral sites once 
they are closed. What to do with these institutions once they are decommissioned often 
becomes the source of hotly contested debates between politicians, public servants, 
business persons, heritage groups, local residents and other social actors who stake a 
claim in these fights. A common outcome of such debates is the creation of penal histo-
ry museums that tend to reproduce the idea that imprisonment was and continues to be 
necessary – a phenomenon we have called “carceral retasking”. Drawing on fieldwork 
at dozens of Canadian punishment memorialization sites, along with international sites 
examined in the Handbook of Prison Tourism (Palgrave, 2017), this paper reflects on 
the role abolitionists have (most often not) and could play in the transformation of de-
commissioned sites of confinement to support the cultural work being done elsewhere 
to imagine and realize a post-carceral future.
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PANEL F4: POP CULTURE'S DISCIPLINARY PEDAGOGIES
CHAIR: Peter Dickinson, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4320
Zombillénium: The Corporate Hell of Lock-In Contracts and Ideologi-
cal State Apparatuses According to Arthur de Pins
Annick Pellegrin, University of Mauritius

The first pages of the Franco-Belgian comic series Zombillénium see a distraught 
Aurélien Zahner entering a bar and attempting a hold up. By the end of this sequence, 
Aurélien is hit by a car and dies. Over the course of the series, Aurélien is then changed 
into a vampire/werewolf/demon, signs a lock-in contract with the devil himself and 
becomes the face of the theme park Zombillénium (de Pins Gretchen). While to outsid-
ers Zombillénium is merely an amusement park, it is filled with real undead creatures 
and as the series progresses readers come to discover the brutal capitalist tactics of 
the park owner. Not only are the employees forced into a contract immediately after 
their deaths without being given time to read the fine print but any grave professional 
misconduct also results in these employees being reduced to slavery in the ninth cir-
cle of hell, located under the park. Finally, while in the second instalment locals turn 
against the park for employing outsiders only (de Pins Ressources humaines), in the 
third instalment, a change in management leads to new recruitment tactics: employees 
are actively encouraged to bring new recruits by killing visitors in order to be promoted 
themselves (de Pins Control Freaks). In an interview, the author, Arthur de Pins (“En at-
tendant ZOMBILLÉNIUM”), who is also a trained animator, explained that in the recently 
released film adaptation of the series a new lead character, Hector, replaced Aurélien 
because as a prisoner of the park, Aurélien should have at least attempted to escape. 
While this may seem like a more natural response, I argue that Aurélien’s behaviour is 
in line with that of members of capitalist societies, who, conditioned by ideological state 
apparatuses, agree to subject themselves to the capitalist machine, and even bring in 
more subjects, before attempting a revolution (Althusser).

Reinvention of Militarism in Korean Popular Culture
Taeyoung Kim, Simon Fraser University; Ji Su Kim, Hanyang 
Peace Institute

Militaristic ideologies form a backbone of the Korean identity because of its challenging 
security situation and a rapid economic development led by the authoritarian regime 
(Lee, 2010). Even after the nation’s democratization and the following political and 
social reforms, legacies of militarism still pervade in the society, along with enforcing 
strong hierarchic structure, prioritizing efficiency and emphasizing communal values 
(Enroe, 2007). In this context, like other East Asian countries, militarism seizes the he-
gemony of shaping social identity (Yap & Chu, 2015).

Up to date, studies that have analyzed the relationship between militarism and popular 
culture with mainly focusing on either representation of war and heroes or marginalizing 
women. However, considering that the aim of an ideology is to justify the relations of 
domination by naturalizing certain beliefs, it is important to understand the construction 
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of discourse in reality (Thompson, 1984; Eagleton, 2007).
In that sense, it investigates the discursive formations of militaristic ideologies in cul-

tural products, with analyzing Beautiful GI, a Korean web-toon about female soldiers, 
and other web-comics. Particularly, it tries to find reconfiguration of militaristic dis-
courses in popular culture with audience research – analyzing reactions of audiences. 
Throughout this analysis, it is expected to provide some insights in understanding the 
routinized aspects of this hegemony in the society as well as popular culture.

Standing on Guard for Whom? Representations of Benign Canadian 
Border Guards
Sharlee Reimer-Cranston, Brock University

This paper examines the representations of “benign” border guards in two contexts: 
Thomas King’s (Cherokee/Greek) short story, “Borders” and Zarqa Nawaz’s Little 
Mosque on the Prairie. These texts show representations of border guards as bum-
bling, unintelligent people; as “cowboys”; and as “nice,” despite enforcing the border. 
These representations harken to the cultural stereotype of “wanna-be” police officers/
authority who just do not make the cut to be “real” police officers. But there is a paradox 
in this stereotype: it vacillates between the foolish person who is inadequate to be seen 
as “real” and the desperate need for power. This need for power is often expressed 
through hypermasculinity that has the potential to lead to extremely violent outcomes, 
especially as it is built on and justified by the paternalistic benevolent logics of “serving” 
and “protecting.” As they straddle this paradox, the border guards are also stand-ins for 
the nation-state; they are the gatekeepers who decide how permeable the borders are, 
to whom they are permeable, and what the consequences are for those they decide are 
not permitted through. These benign representations mask the astonishing power that 
they hold and the violence they enact. In particular, the border guards in LMotP, who 
are characterized as being ridiculous in their expressions of Islamophobia, have the 
power to detain the Imam, Amaar Rashid, indefinitely or worse if he is accused of terror-
ism. Meanwhile, everyone in the airport who encounters him act in the same way—the 
panopticonic border guards are everywhere—unfoundedly ascribing a violent intent to 
all of his actions. The paper will contrast these representations in relation to altercations 
at the border as well as the stories of people who live near the Canadian border, where 
Border Services serve as a significant regional employer. It will aim to tease out the 
contradictions in these representations and realities of people for whom the border acts 
as a mundane workplace in relation to the state-sanctioned violence that is perpetrated 
in these spaces.

Y'Allah Parvana! Malala! Kamala!: The Pedagogy of the Real and 
Fictional Good Muslim Girls' Fight Against Injustice
Özlem Sensoy, Simon Fraser University

If I were to invite a class of undergrad students to name a famous Muslim girl, they 
would most likely name one of the three titled in this paper: 11 year old Parvana (the fic-
tional spunky Afghan heroine in Deborah Ellis’s 2000 children’s book The Breadwinner, 
who dresses like a boy to help save her family from the Taliban), Malala Yousafzai (the 
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real life 20 year old Pakistani education rights activist who came to prominence after a 
2012 assassination attempt on her life by the Taliban), and Kamala Kahn also known as 
Ms. Marvel (the fictional, teenaged American Muslim superhero in the Marvel Comics 
universe). As three of the most popular faces of Muslim girlhood circulating in contem-
porary culture, and all standing centrally against social injustice, it seems imperative to 
examine the public pedagogy offered by their Muslim girl texts.

In previous work, I (in line with others) have argued that White, so-called “Western” 
women and girls are often symbolically positioned as the caretakers or saviours of their 
so-called “Third world” sisters. In this way, colonial relations are discursively affirmed 
as Muslim girls and women, especially in developing nations, are constructed as the 
objects of Western benevolence and interventions on a range of military, economic, 
humanitarian and educational fronts. The widely known stories of Parvana, Malala, and 
Kamala seem to present a more complicated relationship as these girls seem empow-
ered and successful in their fights against oppression and injustice. But to what extent 
and under what conditions are they more complicated stories? Each Muslim girl offers 
a story of both Muslim girlhood and a fight against injustice. Yet each is also presented 
in close relationship to Western colonial projects: Parvana finds refuge in Western aid 
workers, Malala is often critiqued as a hypocrite for leaving for “the West” by choosing 
Oxford University for her studies, and Kamala pines for the ideal embodied by (White) 
Avenger Carol Danvers (the former Ms. Marvel, now Captain Marvel) whom Kamala 
emulates. In this paper, I will examine the pedagogical work these fictional and real 
Muslim girls offer to both Muslim and non-Muslim audiences especially in the context of 
their stance against injustice.
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PANEL F5: CARCERAL POLICY, GENOCIDE AND FORCED 
MIGRATION

CHAIR: Krista L. Benson, Grand Valley State University
ROOM 4310

Dislocation and Disruption: Indigenous Peoples and “Forced 
Migration”
Celia Haig-Brown, York University; Alesha Moffat, York University

Canada’s relation to carceral cultures begins with Land and Indigenous peoples. Ac-
cording to the late historian, Olive Dickason, Canada is one nation laid over top 55 
pre-existing ones. Those Nations existed on the Land: living in relation to the Lands 
were people. The creation of Canada depended – and continues to depend – on at-
tempting to alienate the peoples from the Land whether through relocation, dislocation 
or forced migration. Within Canada, this dislocation is, and has been, driven primarily 
by governments. With rare exception, it has led to the forced and/or coerced movement 
of peoples away from their traditional territories followed by confinement on remnants 
of what have traditionally been their territories. Indigenous teachings posit Land as an 
animate, spiritual entity. In contrast, divergent understandings posit land as a commodity 
to be owned and exploited. The latter contribute directly to the creation of linear maps, 
borders and boundaries and to opportune forced migration in the name of protecting 
boundaries, creating sovereignty, establishing nationhood, and facilitating capital ac-
cumulation. Drawing on (de)colonizing ethnographic research with the Naskapi Nation 
of Kawawachikamach, Northern Quebec, and Inuit in Arctic Bay, Nunavut, our paper 
interrogates some of the impacts of colonization evident in the so-called relocation of 
two groups of Indigenous peoples. We explore economic, environmental, linguistic and 
cultural impacts resulting from shifts in peoples’ relationships with Land as they face, 
accommodate and resist confinement and control in camps, community settlements, 
and on reserves.

Internal Displacement of Women Within/out the Nation: Theory and 
Critique of India's Partition 1947
Simran Kaur, York University

To understand the central focus of this paper, it is important to highlight the historical 
and contemporary context of the Partition of India in 1947 and the ways in which Par-
tition enforced the internal displacement, dispossession, and forced migration of thou-
sands of bodies. Specifically, this context needs to be understood as it relates to the 
division of the State of Punjab on physical, ideological, cultural, religious, economic, and 
political levels. However, in this paper, my methodological choices and writing style fol-
lows the notion that ‘factual’ information is only as relevant as the subjective lived expe-
riences of individuals. This writing style is pertinent, as the focus of my paper directly ex-
plores the ways in which women become internally displaced within the Nation through 
the upheaval and forced mass migration of large groups. To understand this concept 
holistically, I draw from the work of Urvashi Butalia (2000) whose book The Other Side 
of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India is a collection of stories and accounts of 
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the lived experiences of her mother and uncle who were displaced during the Partition. 
Further, Butalia includes stories of other interlocutors who have shared their experienc-
es, while also participating in recounting ‘factual data’ to substantiate and draw light 
on the intensity of migration and State re-organization. The reason that Butalia’s work 
has become so central to my investigation is not only for its core value of providing life 
history information, but more specifically for its theoretical and methodological approach 
to understanding traumatic and violent histories, and writing about them in ways that do 
not erase the raw experiences and profound implications that those events have had 
on people’s lives. Her work seeks to venture away from re-telling the Nationalistic and 
State sponsored “story” of Partition, which reinforces and solidifies the discourse of an 
idealistic vision for the Nation of India and it’s “enemy Other,” Pakistan.

U.S. Juvenile Justice Systems' “Disproportionate Minority Contact” 
with Indigenous Youth: A Legacy of Colonial Child Removal
Krista L. Benson, Grand Valley State University

Indigenous youth in many U.S. states are disproportionately represented in juvenile 
justice systems. In examinations of disproportionate contact, native youth are often of-
ficially and colloquially framed as “minority youth” or “youth of color” by professionals in 
the juvenile justice and social work system and by scholars examining juvenile justice. 
This can be seen in the ways that federal and state policies refer to attempts to reduce 
“minority youth contact” with the juvenile justice system, which tracks how many youth 
of color come in contact with the juvenile justice system, including Native youth. Howev-
er, indigenous youth have a unique experience of moving in and out of different juris-
dictions and may be simultaneously disciplined by BIA or Bureau of Indian Education, 
state, tribal, city, and county officials. Higher levels of discipline and attention by multiple 
justice systems results in Native youth being justice-involved at disproportionate rates 
as compared to non-Native youth. Even when their disproportionate contact with the ju-
venile justice system is similar to that of other youth of color – especially Black and Lat-
inx youth – the reasons for that contact are unique to Native youth. This paper analyzes 
the juvenile justice initiatives the Spokane Tribe, the Kalispel Tribe, and the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Colville Reservation in the context of the juvenile justice initiatives in 
Washington State and nationally to reduce disproportionate minority contact. This paper 
explores the limitations of race as a framework in this system, the relationship between 
juvenile justice and other systems that have removed Native youth from their tribal com-
munities, and offers potential alternatives.
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PANEL F6 (SCREENING/DISCUSSION):
JERUSALEM, WE ARE HERE

CHAIR: Amal Ghazal, Simon Fraser University
ROOM 4955

Dorit Naaman, Queen’s University
Marina Parisinou, Associate Producer

Jerusalem, We are Here is an award-winning interactive documentary that digitally 
brings Palestinians back into the Jerusalem neighbourhoods from which they were 
expelled in 1948. producer Dorit Naaman and associate producer Marina Parisinou will 
give a tour of the work and discuss the creative and practical aspects of producing it in 
collaboration with Palestinian historians.
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PANEL G1: BEYOND THE CARCERAL: TOPICS IN 
TRANFORMATIVE JUSTICE

CHAIR: Paige Gorsak, University of Alberta
ROOM 2205

Critiquing “Carceral Feminism”: Exploring Criminalization and 
Sex Work
Gabrielle Warner, University of Alberta

The current end-demand model in which sex work legislation currently operates in 
Canada (and beyond) signifies a shift in how the work has been regulated by the state 
through carceral control. While sex work abolitionists have avidly supported this model, 
claiming that it keeps those participating in this labor safe, communities of sex workers 
and their supporters have found instead that these tactics have failed. Decriminalization 
advocates claim that the overall work that is done by the carceral system is inadequate 
in not only seeking to remedy any possible harm between the buyer and seller of sexu-
al labor, but is also inadequate in seeking safety for sex workers, instead forcing them 
into more precarious situations with less access to support (POWER, 2015; Bernstein, 
2010). I propose that decriminalization alongside practices informed by transformative 
justice and harm reduction is the most viable option for establishing justice for the fu-
ture of sex workers and the communities that they work in and with insomuch that it: (a) 
returns agency to the sex worker (b) confronts the origins of harm instead of individually 
seeking out perpetrators within a neoliberal framework (c) recognizes the current rac-
ist and colonialist methods of current criminalization models (d) and seeks alternative 
non-carceral frameworks, putting power back in the hands of communities and individ-
uals (Hunt, 2013; INCITE!, 2016; Bernstein, 2010; Lewis, 2010). Through an analysis 
of the intersections of texts by sex worker activists, organizations, and their allies from 
both the sex work abolitionist and decriminalization camps and prison abolition schol-
ars, I aim to show how we can envision a future of community accountability and safety 
outside of carceral understandings.

Beyond Carceral Feminism: Anti-Violence Activism and the White 
Liberal Feminist Agenda
Paige Gorsak, University of Alberta

Through an analysis of the 40 year history of the anti-sexual violence movement, I 
differentiate between the priorities and tactics of mainstream organizers, focused on the 
lived experiences of white women; and women of colour, trans women, immigrant wom-
en, and Indigenous women, whose efforts have shifted focus from law, police and state-
led remedies to transformative justice and community-led models (Bernstein 2012). I 
examine how white feminist efforts have so closely associated justice “with punitive, 
carceral punishment that other means of securing justice have been almost completely 
obscured” (McGlynn 2011)  –  which in turn has served to bolster the criminal justice 
system, despite its failings. Such failings include its inability to curb sexual violence or 
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rehabilitate perpetrators, the violence it perpetrates against black and brown bodies, 
and the reality that prisons themselves are sites of sexual violence and trauma (Martin 
1998; Smith, 2010; Lindberg, Campeau, Campbell, 2012). I argue that feminist anti-sex-
ual violence activists must diminish their attachment to carceral justice and move toward 
a critical movement that affirms the rights, desires and demands of women and trans 
people facing interlocking oppressions, including racism, transphobia, and colonial vio-
lence. This critique of carceral feminism builds on literature by and testimony from wom-
en of colour organizers and theorists, who call for “responses to gender violence that do 
not depend on a sexist, racist, classist, and homophobic criminal justice system…​ [and] 
holistic strategies for addressing violence that speak to the intersections of all forms of 
oppression (Critical Resistance 2006). I conclude by considering the potential of restor-
ative and transformative justice movements to diminish rape culture, provide justice for 
survivors, and connect anti-violence work to other intersectional feminist organizing.

(Un)Becoming the Offender
Nyki Kish, Walls to Bridges Programme

Prisons create“offender” populations – a manufactured subordinated social identity – out 
of the most marginalized and vulnerable populations, a process that results in a perma-
nent criminalization which few can afford to escape. It is a system of exploitation at best, 
and arguably a form of modern slavery, justified through the twofold false notions that 
a.) crime is an individual choice, and that b.) the ‘law is blind’, enforced equally against 
law-breaking persons. In this paper I explore these topics from my perspective of having 
lived within the prison system since 2007 with a life sentence, using the ideas of Michael 
Foucault, Paulo Friere, Shoshana Pollack and Kimberlie Williams Crenshaw.
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PANEL G2: RACIALIZED DISCOURSE IN NETWORKED
MODALITIES OF SURVEILLANCE

CHAIR: Alexandra Boutros, Wilfrid Laurier University
RESPONDENT: Kirsten McAllister, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4390
Digitized Death via Gun and Body Camera
Judith Nicholson, Wilfrid Laurier University

Digitized Death via Gun and Body Camera builds on the notion of “mechanized death” 
(Kittler 1999: 124) in order to explore how hegemonic scopic regimes of power are me-
diated through proximal articulations of police handguns and body cameras, particularly 
during recent fatal interactions between police and black Americans. This paper consid-
ers further how visual content from body cameras extends scopic regimes of power via 
the Internet, social media and other digital networks. The paper concludes by examining 
whether apps and campaigns that encourage bystanders to use mobile phones and 
digital cameras to record and share videos and photos of police brutality, might interrupt 
or extend scopic regimes of power.

Suburban Dreams, Drone Nightmares: Civil Defense, Surveillance and 
Anticipatory Warfare
Sara Matthews, Wilfrid Laurier University

Surveillance and Anticipatory Warfare examines parallels between mechanisms of 
racialized violence in North America and technologies of mechanized killing deployed in-
ternationally. Arguing that drone warfare relies of technologies of surveillance with deep 
histories of racialization (Browne 2012), the paper draws on Massumi’s (2015) concept 
of “pre-emption” to explore the spatial and visual geographies of the suburb as historical 
precedent to the pre-emptive turns in contemporary surveillance cultures. Working from 
the contemporary moment of the murder of Trayvon Martin in the gated suburb of San-
ford, I trace the Cold War history of suburbanization as a spatialization of civil defense 
and consider how these domestic policies inform current logics of drone warfare.

Skins of the Skin: On the Racialized Discourses of Body Cameras
Alexandra Boutros, Wilfrid Laurier University

Skins of the skin: On the racialized discourses of body cameras examines what hap-
pens when clothes are combined with digitized, networked technologies that link flesh 
and code. While requests for police to wear cameras in wake of police shootings of 
black citizens have been well publicized, protestors of these same shootings have also 
worn body cameras during subsequent protests. Examining this dual and seemingly 
competing uses of wearable cameras, this paper considers public discourse about body 
cameras to unpack interwoven assumptions about race and technology. Discourses 
about wearable cameras (worn by both police and protestor) bring forward old assump-
tions embedded in the myth of photographic truth (Cartwright & Sturken, 2001) so often 
given primacy in the West. At time same time, discussions about race and wearable 
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cameras often overlook the ways in which body worn cameras – and their evidence – 
are inevitably imbricated in a network of bureaucratic systems, human actors, and other 
technologies. This paper explores how wearable technologies – in the form of body 
worn cameras – simultaneously signify resistance to police brutality and subsume that 
resistance under the rubric of technology as curative for social ill.
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PANEL G3: BLACK FREEDOM STRUGGLES
CHAIR: Jon Smith, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4350
Courtrooms Against Character: Rethinking “Literary Blackness” with 
Richard Wright’s Native Son
Marie Horgan, Simon Fraser University

Whenever critics discuss African-American legal novels, their arguments rest on the 
idea that blackness is structurally incarcerated within the law. Karla Holloway’s recent 
term for this is “literary blackness” (Legal Fictions, 2014), to demonstrate that when 
African-American defendants appear in novels, they never achieve an identity outside 
of that which the law makes them. Other critics like Jon-Christian Suggs, Stephen Best, 
and Khalil Gibran Muhammad make similar arguments: that African-Americans have 
no “legal personhood” (Best), and function as “racial identit[ies] under the law” (Suggs), 
because crime has been “written” into their race (Muhammad). So when we look at Afri-
can-American legal novels, according to these critics, we only ever see characters that 
function as archetypes, never undergoing character development as a consequence 
of the laws in place. One of the most famous African-American authors of the twentieth 
century – Richard Wright – complicates this tension between law and character in his 
1940 legal novel Native Son. While Wright lines up with these critics insofar as pointing 
out the staggering legal imbalances that exist between races, he diagnoses where this 
issue of character first came to the fore in American legal history. Native Son documents 
the story of Bigger Thomas, an African-American on trial for the rape and murder of 
an affluent white Chicagoan girl. We are given a detailed description of the crime, and 
Bigger confesses to the allegations against him. So when we get to the trial, we are set 
up to believe that little time will need to go into assessing Bigger’s guilt. And this is the 
case, except for the fact that the focus of the trial becomes entirely about character. 
Despite Bigger’s confession to the crime and the irrefutable evidence against him, the 
novel’s presiding Judge Hanley allows the defence to argue for “a mere understanding 
of Bigger Thomas” which spans twenty-three pages. The prosecution then responds 
with a counterargument about how to understand Bigger’s character, and the trial ends 
shortly thereafter with no change in either evidence analysis or verdict. That the novel’s 
judge idly allows these character debates to play out calls attention to Wright’s concerns 
with the legal system. Native Son was published in the aftermath of a series of Ameri-
can legal reforms which culminated in 1938’s Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Central 
among the reforms’ goals was to make trials “more efficient,” “simplify” cases, and, if 
possible, avoid trials altogether (Lawrence Friedman, American Law in the Twentieth 
Century, 2002). For judges, the idea was to encourage this simplification, and discour-
age “niceties of pleading” in court. Evidence was to be presented quickly, concisely, 
and to the point. But what Wright’s novel asks, with Judge Hanley’s allowing long char-
acter debates to play out, is what happens to character in court if “simplification” is the 
goal. In other words, are we looking at a legal system that wants to explore character, 
or wants to create archetypes? By focusing my presentation on Richard Wright, I will 
demonstrate we can diagnose the problems that contemporary legal-literary critics are 
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noticing with law and race in a way that, up until now, has gone unconsidered. Wright’s 
novel, in the context of the arguments presented above, is altogether atypical as Afri-
can-American legal novels go, given that we see a Jim Crow-era trial that cares enough 
about “literary blackness” to make it its focus. So when we ask where this problem of 
racial-legal incarceration comes from, we might start looking at the implications of what 
early twentieth century reforms were passed: that judges were unconsciously trained to 
ignore character in the name of “efficiency,” “rationality,” and “simplification.”

The Carceral in James Baldwin's Writings
Gulbin Kiranoglu, Kocaeli University

The growing body of work on the US as a carceral state, which is defined by not only 
the actual experience of incarceration but by the expansion of disciplining measures 
such as surveillance via all kinds of technologies and legislative regulations, has tended 
to focus on its political and sociological significance. Along with the actuality of incar-
ceration, the threat of the carceral and its affective internalization leading to forms of 
carcerophobia that the disenfranchised and the dispossessed are especially prone to, 
are certainly as critical in understanding the phenomenon. Therefore the study of the 
emotional responses to this ever-growing carceral culture is important in order to ex-
amine the affective dimensions of hyper-control, discipline and oppression. To this aim, 
this paper explores the writings of a Civil Rights activist in a transitional time for the 
expanding US carceral state. James Baldwin, who imposed an exile on himself primarily 
in Europe and Istanbul due to the incarcerating conditions for blacks before and during 
Civil Rights Movement in the ‘60s USA, in his works, addressed the threat of the carcer-
al. His time spent away from home led to the leitmotif of incarceration manifesting an 
exilic nostalgia as well as a conscience to realize his role as a çivil rights activist despite 
such threats. The emotional burden of Baldwin’s experience of ‘voluntary exile’ from the 
carceral US state will be examined in this paper through his artistic production – es-
pecially his direction of “The Male Prison” in Turkey – and his nonfiction writings and 
interviews.

Authority vs. Determinism in Delany’s Nevèrÿon: The Collar & 
Economism Read Through Anarchism & Marxism
James Gifford, Fairleigh Dickinson University

Samuel Delany’s science fiction novel Trouble on Triton: An Ambiguous Heterotopia and 
his book-length essay “To Read The Dispossessed” are explicit rebuttal of Ursula Le 
Guin’s anarchism; however, his Nevèrÿon series of fantasy novels are his symptomatic 
struggle with Le Guin’s ideas of power, authority, and freedom. While direct discourse 
in the novels elucidates a Marxist conceptualization of BDSM as an ideological and 
cultural manifestation of the conditions of a slavery-based economy, characters’ actions 
and inarticulate demonstrations in the same texts express an antiauthoritarian current. 
This anarchist current contradicts the explicit analyses made in the text. This paper 
reads against the grain of Delany’s four-book series to offer an anarchist understanding 
of power and incarceration drawn from precisely the works he most openly sought to 
discredit: Le Guin’s The Dispossessed as well as her Earthsea fantasy series from the 
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same period. By attending to the symptomatic level of the text rather than its explicit 
arguments, I contend Delany did not resolve the conflict between Marxism and anar-
chism. He instead shows meaning generated by self-possessed individuals (even while 
protean and socially contextualized) through which they seek symbolic self-determina-
tion as expressed in an undercurrent of desire: a form of desire preceding determinism 
and authoritarian notions of the self, as in the anarchist components of James Joyce’s 
stream of consciousness, with desire shaping the stream through which consciousness 
finds its channel. In this, I argue an anarchist understanding of Delany’s works offers an 
enriched reading of key concepts from his novels: queer BDSM as repetition compul-
sion, the function of the collar and slavery, and the expressions of power in his fantasti-
cal carceral culture in Tales From Nevèrÿon.
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PANEL G4: CARCERAL WORK
CHAIR: Enda Brophy, Simon Fraser University

ROOM 4320
Towards Student-Prisoner Labour Solidarity
Molly Swain, University of Alberta

“The slogan on the Left, then, ‘universities not jails,’ marks a choice that may not be 
possible … perhaps more universities promote more jails … the university produces 
incarceration as the product of its negligence” (Harney and Moten 2013).

This paper explores labour as a possible basis of solidarity between students and pris-
oners. It provides an overview of the issues of prison labour and incarcerated worker 
organizing, arguing that incarcerated workers should be considered employees and 
subject to labour laws and protections. Recognizing incarcerated workers as employees 
under the law may lower incarceration rates as well as improve working conditions for 
all workers. This paper then asserts that students are also workers, not by virtue of hold-
ing additional “student jobs” or internships, but because the academic and extra-curric-
ular work they perform is in fact labour that should be compensated. It then traces some 
of the connections between universities and prisons, both through their functions as 
disciplinary regimes, and as institutions whose labour expands and maintains one an-
other. Asserting that the university’s romanticized role as an “alternative” to incarceration 
is limited because of its carceral functions, this paper demonstrates that the university’s 
labour practices contribute to the expansion of prisons and prison populations. Finally, 
this paper concludes by suggesting potential avenues of solidarity between students 
and prisoners in the struggle for prison abolition. Rather than a situation in which priv-
ileged university students lead and determine the path of struggle for oppressed pris-
oners, this paper argues that students must organize themselves as workers at the site 
of the university, and that supporting prison labour organizing on incarcerated workers’ 
terms can improve the lives of university students by promoting invisibilized knowledges 
and dismantling white academic raciality, which in turn can disrupt the university’s role in 
the expansion and maintenance of prisons.

Corrections Fatigue: An Autoethnography
Kate Johnson, Queen’s University

The Quaker Statement on Penal Abolition claims suggests that penal abolition is nec-
essary because “prison is as harmful to the cagers as it is to the caged”. The literature 
about the impact of prison work on the corrections staff supports this notion. Kate will 
present on how her vocational experiences are reflected in the literature and resonate 
with the ongoing reality for correctional staff in Canada and the United States. She will 
demonstrate a contrast with the experiences of staff who work in less punitive correc-
tional systems.
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“Safewards: Including Service User Voices” - Reflections on a 
Forensic Mental Health Pilot Project in Ontario, Canada
Steff Mendolia, Empowerment Council

A psychiatric consumer/survivor analysis of the implementation of “Safewards” in the 
forensic mental health system in Ontario, Canada. The presentation will present re-
flections, findings and recommendations from the report “Safewards: Including Service 
User Voices”. The report briefly summarizes the Safewards Model and sets out a histor-
ical context for how this pilot has been implemented. The topic of workplace violence in 
psychiatric hospital settings is highlighted to demonstrate how labour rights, and their 
governing bodies, are tied into the broader political framework under review in order to 
orient us on how we come to define safety and for whom. While this is not a research 
study or project, the process for how the “peer” researcher role unfolded is laid out to 
provide ample information on how our findings and recommendations, from a service 
user lens, were gathered.
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PANEL G5: DISPOSSESSION: CARCERAL PRACTICES
CHAIR: Jeff Shantz, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

ROOM 4310

Prison Palliative Care: A Brief History and Call to Action
Helen Hudson, Community Activist

As the prison population ages, death from so called 'natural causes' behind bars be-
comes a reality for more and more people. While we work for a world where there would 
be no death in prison (as there would be no life in prison) there is an obvious need for 
end of life care for those inside today. The broader palliative care movement has made 
considerable in improving end of life care, but is only more recently beginning to rec-
ognize the need for access by marginalized groups of people, including prisoners. This 
presentation will give a brief overview of the prison hospice movement in the U.S., as 
well as the emerging global discussion within health care circles on the topic of prison 
palliative care, and then move on to explore the potential of the current historical mo-
ment in building access to palliative care for prisoners everywhere.  Potential tensions 
as well as points of potential synergy between abolitionism and prison palliative care 
movements will also be discussed.

Carceral Practices of the Suburban Open Air Prison: Containment 
Repression of Homeless People on Surrey's “Strip”
Jeff Shantz, Kwantlen Polytechnic University; Elizabeth Herlick, Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University; Andrew Lawrence, Kwantlen Polytechnic University; 
Jasmine Mohammed, Kwantlen Polytechnic University

This presentation reports on a collective action research project undertaken by students 
in an upper year course on community advocacy and human rights. Students orga-
nized in solidarity with homeless residents of “the Strip” in Surrey, BC, an area of state 
containment, surveillance, and violence against homeless people by police ad bylaw 
enforcement officers. Presenters discuss structures of homelessness in a major suburb, 
deployment of resources by governments, connections of government with local busi-
nesses, and the carceral infrastructures and practices established as mechanisms of 
containment, regulation, and repression. The presenters managed to provide some of 
the only existing documentation of violence and theft by official agents (documentation 
long sought by residents of the Strip). Presenters will reflect on their own practices of 
community engagement.
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PANEL G6: CREATIVE APPROACHES TO SOCIAL
AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

CHAIR: Dara Culhane, Simon Fraser University
ROOM 4955

Beyond Retribution: Indigenous Justice and Healing Offenders at the 
Kwìkwèxwelhp Healing Village: A Research-Creation Project
Brenda Longfellow, York University; Brenda Morrison, Simon 
Fraser University

As is well known, Indigenous people are disproportionally represented in Canada’s crim-
inal justice system, a system based on the carceral logics of retribution and punishment. 
In Canada, 36% of women and 25% per cent of men sentenced to provincial and territo-
rial custody in Canada are Indigenous – a group that makes up just 4.3% of the national 
population. Moreover, Indigenous offenders are more likely to receive longer sentences, 
to be subject to punitive measures in custody such as segregation and maximum secu-
rity and are less likely to be granted parole” (Monchalin, 145). As Lisa Monchalin docu-
ments, the systematic racial bias of the Canadian criminal justice system functions as a 
devastating mechanism for maintaining racial hierarchies rooted in colonialism.

Restorative Justice (RJ) and Indigenous Justice (IJ) provide alternative frameworks 
to view justice beyond the retributive logics of the criminal justice system. While the 
provenance and practice of each is distinct, both represent a profound paradigm shift 
that holds enormous promise for the alignment of justice with human rights and indige-
nous rights. As Monchalin notes, Indigenous practices and philosophies of justice have 
always been fundamentally reparative, non-punitive and animated by the belief that 
justice involves integrating the offender into harmonious relationships with ‘self’ and with 
the wider community.

This paper provides an overview of a research creation project that intends to explore 
a robust alternative to the carceral logics that inform the majority of prisons in Canada. 
Specifically, our project will be collaborating with the Kwìkwèxwelhp Healing Village: 
a minimum-security prison designed to rehabilitate residents-Indigenous and non-In-
digenous- within a framework of Indigenous Justice. Situated on Sts’ailes First Nation, 
Elders from the Sts’ailes Nation and other B.C. Nations work with incarcerated men 
through the provision of Indigenous teachings and ceremonies. Located 140 kilometres  
east of Vancouver, the Village provides a transformative environment through access 
to nature, nestled in mountains and verdant forest. A community house (based on the 
teachings of the longhouse) provides a setting for the practice of ceremonies and teach-
ings.

Incorporating restorative justice principals in its design and practice, namely, building 
‘right’ relations, our project uses collaborative Indigenous protocols and participatory 
action research to build a complex documentary experience that highlights the process 
of reparation and restoration. Working in collaboration with residents and Elders, the 
goal and intention of our research/creation project is to use Virtual Reality and Inter-
active Documentary as complex interfaces that would allow a user to engage in virtual 
encounters with offenders, facilitators and Elders. Key research questions animating our 
project include: what kind of formal means might be developed for capturing the affec-
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tive specificity and processual nature of Indigenous Justice? What are the constraints 
on Indigenous Justice as it is practiced within a corrections institution embedded in 
the criminal justice system? How can we develop an immersive digital experience that 
provokes deep consideration of alternative conceptualizations and practices of justice? 
Longfellow and Morrison will discuss the unique challenges and research objectives of 
this project.

Stories from Within: Incarcerated Indigenous Women’s Creative 
Expressions of Violence
Isabel Scheuneman Scott, University of Alberta

Indigenous women are the fastest growing segment of the prison population both glob-
ally and nationally. Despite Canada’s international reputation as multicultural, it contin-
ues to have serious social injustices in relation to Indigenous women and the criminal 
justice system. Racism against Indigenous peoples and other minority groups is insti-
tutionalized at all levels of government, media, and the education system –  ultimately 
creating a need for counter-narratives that foster decolonization. As Indigenous women 
are rarely included in public narratives about their criminalization, it is crucial that their 
experiences be shared on their own terms and in their own ways so that dominant 
white-male-preferential narratives may be openly challenged, resisted, and rejected. 
One traditional Indigenous method of storytelling is through songs and poems. Drawing 
from critical feminist and Indigenous scholarship, my research will examine how incar-
cerated Indigenous women express their experiences of criminalization through creative 
writing and artistic practices. I will elicit stories of criminalization in order to examine 
if and how they relate to colonization. As I consider incarcerated Indigenous women 
experts of their own experiences, I will co-analyze their stories with them in order to ex-
plore how intersectionality and identity may factor into their criminalization and how they 
creatively express these experiences. I am interested in how these stories can be used 
to build understanding, community, and activism within and outside of the prison as well 
as between those who are inside and outside of its walls. This research will be situated 
in Edmonton, Alberta where over 50 percent of the prison population is Indigenous.

Listening to Country and Talking Back to the State: Arts-Based 
Cultural Projects with Indigenous Women in Prison
Sarah Woodland, Griffith University; Vicki Saunders, Griffith 
University

In Australia’s prison system, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are alarmingly 
overrepresented, with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women now the fastest grow-
ing prison population. Many invoke the usual litany of pathologies in explaining these 
shameful statistics: high rates of poverty and homelessness, low educational attain-
ment, drug and alcohol abuse, violence, sexual abuse, disability, trauma, and mental ill 
health. But these conditions represent what cultural criminologists Baldry, Carlton and 
Cunneen (2015: 175) describe as the “colonial and racialized genealogy of punishment” 
that exists in Australia. Here, the effects of intergenerational trauma and systemic dis-
crimination can be traced back to the beginnings of the penal colony, and subsequent 
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displacement and genocide of the Indigenous population that continues to this day (At-
kinson 2002). We will describe an on-going series of projects in the Brisbane Women’s 
Correctional Centre, where we have been creating live theatre, radio drama and immer-
sive audio works with incarcerated women, artists and Aboriginal Elders to interrogate 
and challenge this post-colonial legacy and culture of incarceration in Australia. The cre-
ative process has engaged imprisoned women as storytellers, writers, actors, narrators 
and cultural producers in representing historical and contemporary lived experiences of 
country, and of Australia’s carceral spaces: ships, colonies, missions, and contemporary 
prison buildings. The works produced aim to resist the continuous media depictions that 
make up the obscene “Aboriginal reality show” (Langton 2008) of Indigenous disadvan-
tage in Australia, and critically address the notion of belonging in Australia as a white 
“postcolonizing” society (Moreton-Robinson 2003). The creative process is a cross-cul-
tural collaboration between Indigenous and non-Indigenous women; an attempt at 
de-colonizing research and arts practice (Smith 2012) that aims to amplify Indigenous 
voice and story, facilitate cultural connection/regeneration, and open up creative spaces 
for collective healing and reconciliation.
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